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TORIAL

Welcore to Nourenon once again, Our
trip to Arerica was very full and rost
overwhelmring. A visitor fromr a cul-
turally deprived country like N2 finds
much to do and catch up on. Book, mrag-
azine and record stores were searched’
for all manner of iters and we were
amazed at now much is not available in
New Zealand.

When we arrived horme it was a toss-up
whether to rush straignt into producing
Mourenon S5, or try and catch up with
about 4 cubic yards of mail. The rail
(and other tnings) won, so here is a
special ‘'double' issue. The $1 price
tag on the cover will aoply to tnis
special issue only - I thought $1.20
would be a bit steep.

You have probably noticed that the h
is a bit wonky. Last week, three
quarters of tne way through prevar-
ation, disaster struck. Waiheke is a
beautiful place to live but it is not
the easiest place to get things like
tvpewriters fixed. But rather tnan
put this issue back any further, we
decided to press on. You‘ll notice
the probler began on page 23, so not
much of tne issue has been affected.
We did decide to hold over a few
iters that we had planned for this
issue. however. The review colurn has
been formshortened a little (apolaogies
to contributors) and one or two other
iters have been changed. So next issue
will be larger than normal (but not a
‘double' issue) and we should have sore
irpressions of Awrerica ready by then.
I'm also working on an overview of all
the sf history/art books but wnether
that gets into the next issue is an-
other matter entirely. Cheers for now.

Brian Thurogood
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Explanatory Notes:

sf is the standard abbreviation used for the term science fiction

throughout this magazinc: SF is considered unnecessary. and
sci-fi undesirable.

Jfan|s| always mcans sf fan(s) unless otherwise noted.

WorldCon is the standard abbreviation for the annual World
Science Ficlion Convenlion.

GoH is the abbreviation for Gueststs) of Honour at a
convention or gathering.

*1°, “2* (etc) are used as the standard footnote indicators. |
feel the asterisk is an under-used symbol and can be used in
place of brackets in certain instances.

In the absence of typesetting, the following conventions have
been used: The litles of novels or books are in capitals,
underlined. The names of films or television programmes are
in capitals. The titles of stories or muaguzines are in capital and
lower case. underlined. The titles of articles are in quotation
marks. Record album titles are in capitals, underlined. Song
titles are in capital and lower case. underlined. The names of
musical groups are in capitals.




QUIDNUNC'S PAGE

SF_ON_RADIO

BREAKTHTYNK 1

We are now half-way thraugn this six
part series on haw sf writers lack at
the waorld. The first half aof each
pragrarme is taken up with camments an,
and rcadings fror, significant sf worksa.
Tne secand part of the first five pro-
grammes is a Radio New Zealand dramatis-
atian of Fred Hayle's THE 3iACK CIQUD.
The final programme will be a replay af
the histarie 1933 €BS radio dramra af
HG.Walls' THE WAR QF THE WORLDS.

Weekly 8:145-9:145pm

National Programme:
Aug. 11, 18, 25; Sept. 1, 8. 15,

Camrmunity Stations: The dramatisation of
THE BLACK CLQOUD can also ba neard con 3ZA,
17N, 12C, 12D, 2ZP. 2LW, 22G, 2Zb, 32C.
Aug. 22, 29; Sept. 5. 12, 19.

The final episade will be fallawed hy

an hour-laong talkback pragrarme in which
l1istenars will have a chance ta put ques-
tions to a panel af sf writers.  wel!lliee

#*The follawing is a repart an the
af course mentiaoned in Naoumenon 3+«

SCIENCE FICTION: A Vaodern Mythalogy

Suggested Reading:

FUTURE SHOCK - Alvin Toffler. This book
argues that change is taking place too
fast far us to adjust to, which causes
stress, and gives suggestions as ta how
to cope with that stress.

VYSTERIQUS ISLAND - Jules Verne. A
Roblnsan Crusce style story with five
male characters {(and a dag) creating a
Utopia from scratch on an improbably ob-
1iging island.

The three modern anti-utopian novels
were:

A CLOCKWORK ORANGE -~ Anthony Burgess.
Teenagers taking part in violence for
pleasure and being manipulated by the
State. .

THE GUARDIANS - John Christopher. The
well-fed masses lead a deteriorating
1ife in vast fenced conurbs 1lulled by
Carnivals, with viclence eruoting in
well cantrolled riots, while the small
ruling class lead an aristacratic life
in the country. The hero tries and
rejects bath lifestyles (as well as a
chance to be a mewmber af the Guardians
vho control the status quo) to became
a revolutionary. (Not a very canvincing
bock. )

SIAUGHTERHOUSE FIVE - Kurt Vannequt.

A baok which spirals around the barbing
of Dresden maving back and forth in
time and fantasy.

Qur fifteen course members were made
up of two teenage bay students, two
middle-aged Levin hausewives, a lady
Doctar af Science and ten secandary

achool teachars - half were New Zealand-
ers. there was ane Arerican, and the
rest were fram Britain. ¥~any had
travelled to the course fram Palwrerstan
North, thirty miles away.

We started with FUTURE SHOCK and
coculd see sorme af the trends Taoffler
rentioned. He was considered ta be a
popularizer wha painted tao strang a
picture. A paem by Yeats shawed that
this feeling of impending disaster was
naot newvw,

We maved an ta Jules Verne, where
the feeling that the practical ran aof
science had the answer to almost every-
thing shawed up strangly. There was
an arragant self-canfidence in this
stary which cantrasted with the pessi-
mism of the other three.

We listened tn part aof Isaac Asimov's
talk broaadcast recently by 2 YC. He
was pessimistic about the future. Gne
of us felt that Asimav had last his
feeling of being a Renaissance Man.

It was suggested that this lass aof
confidence aften cames with mriddle
age, *#* (v,

We had a leck at a videatape episade
from. SPACE 1999 and agreed that this
was nat the best SF an televisian, hut
it showed up many of the cliches of
movie and TV SF1 the people were in
body stocking style unisex unifarms
{that idea has been with us since the
30's)1 they lived in a plastic environ-
ment with nao natural elements in sight;
there were panels af meaningless lights
called "Conrputer™i it was very clean,
“nice”, and full of Arerican middle-
class morality (no lavatories ever
mentioned - haw do they manage their
interiar plumbing?). We discussed the
idea of Superran - Steve Austin was
mentioned in passing - but could not
agree as to the specifications ar as
to who wauld make thase specificatians,
of who was to be Superman.

Qur tutor read us Frederic Brawn's
stary of linking up all the caomputers
in the Universe. wWhen asked if there
was a God the reply was "Naow there is™,

We weren‘t too worried about camputers
taking over and thought that SF had
been useful in rakiag .eople think aof
the consequences of the use aof carputers.
An inhuran bureaucracy that treats peanle
as nurbers or compcnents has us mare
warried.

Telepathy and the standardisation of
human beings was alsoc mentioned.

We moved on ta A CLOCKWORK QORANGE
and got stuck into the arqument of
whether aqgression can be separated
from violence - we care tn the con-
clusion that it cauld not. We decided
we are a viclent, aggressive lot, More
shocking vas the way Alex was manipula ted
by the authorities.

over...




4 QUIDNUNC'S continued...

THE GUARDIANS is also a story aof the
wanipulatian af the masses by a srall
ruling graoup. MYost pecole were happy
for it to be that way (except a hand-
ful of rebels) but it did lead ta
deteriaration and stagnatian.

Befare assessing SLAUGHTERHQUSE FIVE,
the story by Asirmav  1n which the
Devil's face appears in a slawv matian
film of an atomic explasian was read.
We then saw a screening rade by using
three slide prajectors at ance which
gave a split screen iraqge. We were
shown the beautiful architecture and
creations of Dresden. Then superiwpoged
ware the airmen receiving their briefing.
Churchill‘s “Blaooad. sweat and tears®™
speech, the planes taking off and the
bombing of the city. A1l that was left
was emrnty walla and rubble. The shrunk-
en burnt corpses were stacked like fire-
wood awaiting the harse and cart that
wauld carry them away.

We then discussed SLAUGHTERHQUSE FIVE
with its central character continually
returning to the barbing of Dresden,
Far me the navel warked: I felt it
wag based an the senile madness aof an
01d man in face af the madness af aur
world. It was episadic reading but it
all locked together.

The course was a wanderful experience
af getting tagether and having gaad
arguments. Qur tutar said he was
preaching ta the canverted. but then
the converted have so few chances ta
get tngether and enjay each ather's
corpany. It can be very lanely reading
what so many peaole regard as trash
and not bheing able tn discuss it. We
should make meetings such as this
happen more aften and suppart them,

Barbara Price
*e Susan Wood, New Zealand needs you!

THE IMMORTALIST

The Cryonics Saciety of Michigan is
naow puhblishing a periocdical, The
Imrortalist, forrerly The Qutlaak. far
peaple interested in suscended anima-
tion, irmortality, and their implica-
tions. As part of this, we are very
interested in receiving nonfictional
articles of serious speculation about
any aspect of life in the near or far
future.

Articles need not directly cancern
immortality or cryanics, and need not
discuss near-future pessibilities at
all. Possible inventians (and their
effeacts), new forms of life which might
be discovered, nevw farms of saciety,
time travel, travel to other universes,
new casmologies, are all instances of
the kinds of things we would like to
see seriously discussed from any angle
{(how could they be brought abaut? If

they cauld be braught abaut, what
would they cause?). We would actually
prefer speculatians ta be "wild": at
the same time, unlike science fictian,
we would like the articles ta be
“nericus*1 if, for instance, you wish
to write about how time travel may he
possihle. we would like some seriaus
discussion aof the physics which may be
required. An excellent examrple aof the
kinds af articles we would like is the
recent article by Larry Niven in
Analag (1975) on the theme of vhere
peaple might 1live if they did naot live
an planets.

We cannot yet aoffer any payment
ather than the satisfaction af seeing
ane‘s name in print, and capies of our
magazine. Requests from authars for
sample capies will be welcamed.

Anyone Iinterested in submitting such
articles may send them ta:

The Editar
The Irraortalist

5§15 W. Briar Place Na. 704
chicaga, Illinais 60657
U.S.A.

. . .

REFORT QF THE FIRST GENERAL
MEETING OF THE NATICONAL ASSQC-
JATION FOQR SCIENCE FICTION

The meeting was held at the Wellingten
Rafilway Station Social Hall on Sunday,
June 27, at midday and, in my apinion,
it was a success! Thase present in-
cluded Peter Read **Praobably well-knawn
to NZ'ers faor THE NIGHT SKY. BAT*», A,
Barwell, R, Taylar, M. Cleary, Helen
Morpeth, R. Masan, P. Gordan...
Elections were held, the results of
which were: F, Macskasy Jr. (Chairman);
M, Cleary (Sec./Treas.); and Peter Read
as the association's patran.
Among things discussed were:
catalags and discounts, WASF bank acc-
ount, Newsletter nroduction. and pass-
ible film festivals. discussians and
conventions. The Newsletter is ta be
edited by Helen Maorpeth, with Peter
Gordan aiding and abetting! It will
carry messages of farthcomina books,
movies, TV serials, radio programs. etc.
We will alsa be daing articles an things
ranging from the Viking missian to Mars
(by Peter Read), to haw sf films are
produced. Qther facets will he baok and
filrm reviews, information on ather sf
activities (including Naurenan), and
letters fromw peaple wvhao are interested
in some aspect af sf (everything vou
always wanted to knaw about sf, but
didn't know where ta ask!},
We alsa discussed what we
and decided that this would %e left to
experience and/or trial and errar. The
NASF. we thought, could alsa weild can-
sidarable power in areas such as TV and
the theatres so that more sf material
could be shawn.
To help the creation of the assacia-
tion, a levy (terparary) of §1 has been

boak

allow as sf




This will! help in areas such as
nostage, Newsletter praduction. and
ather miscellania., Sa. if yau wish to
join., the 'admission fee* is only $1 at
the mament (it will be raised when bet-—
ter services can be aoffered!).

Other miscellaneous items: the New-
sletter will he registered in a few days
as a periocdiecal; it was agreed that a
quarum af 4 was necoessary far decision
making.

rade.

(Chairman)
PO Box 6655,

— F.Macskasgy Jr.
#«The address faor NASF ia:

Te Aro, Wellington, NZ. I°'11 ke

very interested to see haow they dev-

elap.** -
- - -

C-CON I1X

The 3rd sf conventian to be held in Hris-
bane will take place over the New Year
Weekend (1976/77) at the Metropolitan
Motel (cnr. Leichhardt & Little Edward
Streets - 3 blacks from the city centre)

The Guest of Honour will be Captain A.
Rertram Chandler, ane of Australia‘s
leading sf writers.

The Fan GoH will be Leigh Edmonds (who
will be discussing electranic musie and
perhaps playing the add compasitian).

**"0dd" as in few, Leigh, nat weirds»

The Program alsa includes twa talks by
Bot Mathew an Japanese sf writings: a
mini Film Festival; and Panel Discussians
(one on *‘Future Histories', anather on
sf Art.

The Motel has a licenced restaurant,
caffee shap, under-cover parking, and
room service. Roam rates are: Single
$18; Dauble $21.50; Triple $23.50; 4
persons $25.50.

Convention merbarship is:i Attending
$6: Supnorting $2 ($8 & $3 after 1 Nov.)

Infarration: Dennis Stoeks, PO Box 235,
Ailbian, Brisbane, Q'ld 4010, AUSTRALIA
- - -

SF_IN THE MAGS

The latest issue of Penthause (March *'76
in NZ) has an excellent interview with
Gene Raddenberry, creator and praducer
of STAR TREK. He seems ta have his head
screwed an right and makes rany telling
points abaut both TV and the shaw - not
ta mention a new 'species' (the "socio-
organism"). The following extract gives
sore idea of Roddenberry's sharp mind:
Penthauser Do yau think that censors
purposely do a bad jab?
Raddenberry: I think the reason far
censhorship is what television is.
The prirary purpose of television is
not to entertain peaple ar amuse them
or educate them. The prirary purpose
is to sell deadorants, beer, socap,
automobiles, and so on. And as a re-
sult, the sole question behind what
gets an the air is "Wwill it attract a
mass audience and hald them suffic-
iently long ta get the cummercial

messages aver ta them?” Censarship
then cames alona bacause the peaonle
who want to selll products, feeling
no abligatian to uplift p=ople, da
not want to have anything in their
pragramrs that affends peaple, that
makes them angry - becausa that
anger may ba transferred against

the praduct, Sa they dan't censor
pragrars because networks are dull ar
stupid or evil. They censar because
netvarks are products salesman.

{(Just hy the way, and becausa I dan'‘t
like to riss oppartunities, the question
of censarship came under a different
light thanks tao our trip ta America.
Penthouse has aonly recently becore gen-
erally availabla in NZ after being
bannad for same tire., while magazines
like Qui, Cheri and Hustler (etc.) are
still barned. But while in Califarnia.
I naticed that these mragazines have

sore af the best comment, discussian

and criticism on wedia around. 1 da
wander sometimes whether the nan-sexual
content is as ruch a reason far tanning
these ragazines in NZ as the sexual caon-
tent, The mags also cantain excellent
interviews, fine artwark and provide one
af the few remaining outlets far shart,
'mainstream*® fiction.))

HUGQO NOMINATIONS .

There have teen a couple af last-minute
changes to the Hugo Awards ballat. The
JOHN W. CAMPBELL AWARD (awarded to the

Best New Writer) list contained twao pre-

viously published authors. Sa,
Arthur Byron Caver and
Tanith Lpe

have been replaced with
¥, A, Foster and

Joan Vinge
(The full lists appeared in Noumenon 4)

**pxcuse the different typewriter
but some news is pressing.*#*

Science Fiction Monthly

It seems that the British *'sf Art' mag-
azine, Science Fiction Monthly, has def-
initely ceased puhlicatian. Plans were
afoot to change it ta a monthly, digest-
sized magazine, featuring mainly fictian.
The latest infarmation I've seen indicates
that this will not eventuate.

The passing af this fine magazine is ta
be sadly lamented. It provided a most wel-
ccme gallery for many of the best sf cover
artists af today, as well as one gaoed out-
let for bicgraphies and articles on artists
and writers. I just hcpe some other mag-
azine will fill the gap.




LETTER COL

John Millard

18-86 Broadway Avenue

Taranta, Ontariao

CANADA M4P 1TA4 (20 June 1976)

I have enjoyed reading the first three
issues of Naurenan. Y like your approa-—
ch to publishing a Science Fictian Mag-
azine very much. The mixture af Newus,
Articles & Reviews, as I mentianed in a
previous letter, is very good. Revieus, -
I assumre, would be af first importance to
most New Zealand readers, while the ather
things wauld follaw. My primary inter-
est in Noumrenan is the News items, as I
am very much interested in what people

in New Zealand are doing with regards ta
F. & S.F., The Letter Column is alsao af
interest, as it gives additicnal infar-
mation about what is of interest ta
other peaple, and is a useful source for
material far future issues of the mag-
azine. While the Articles and Revievs
are of secandary interest to me, they

are read and thaught about and are
naturally compared with ather items and
reviews in ather publications. One thing
I would like ta suggest to you Brian: How
about a shart item or small column abaut
your caontributors? Give us some infaor-
mation as ta theilr backgroaund in Science
Fiction, Literature, English, lLanguages,
Science, ete.

Your *Science Fiction Reference Works”
in the first issue is quite remwarkahle
and 1 agree with it. I would however add
James Gunn‘s ALTERNATE WOFLDS. published
by Prentice-Hall. =*+See further info an

page 27, BAT+** U.S.A. price is $29.50.
which is not cheap, but neither is the
S.F. BOOK REVIEW INDEX at $45.00. The

latter, of course, is intended far 1lib-
raries and not far the average fan ar
reader.

In your “S.F, Magazines - A Listing" I
would like to mention two others. Science
Fiction Review, edited and published by
Richard E. Gels. S.F.R. is a quarterly
and is quite controversial, but interest-
ing all the same. Karass is a monthly
newszine slanted ta the Fan & the Fannish.
s2See further infa an page '3 . BAT»e
Science Fiction ¥onthlv (British) has,
unfortunately, stapped publishing.
Amazing and Fantastic are now on a 4
Tssues each year basls. Galaxy has also
curtailed operations a bit: no April or
June issue, there will be a July issue,
then monthly from August. Subscriptions
are for 12 issues, not 1 vear. There is
also Void, The Australian S.F. Magazine:
New address is P.0. Bax &6, St. Kilda,
victoria, 3182, Australia.

In issue number 31 “Nates Tawards A
Basic S.F. Collection" - here I think yau
will run into difficuity - it is 1like
getting everyone to agree on a definition

faor Science Fiction. In yaur "The
Classics - An Essential Reading List*
you da nat have any af the ald timers
1ike E.E. Smrith, Edmand Hamiltan. Jahn
W. Campbell (Dan A. Stuart), lLeigh
Hrackett, Cliffaord Siwak., ete.,., nar have
you listed any of the Anthalagles,
particularly ADVENTURES IN TIME & SPACE
by Healy & MacCaras (st1l1l available in
hard caver in the Randam House “Madern
Library Giant" series, and now in large
paper size). Alsa. BEFORE THE GOLDEN
AGE, editad by Asimov, In hardcover and
paperback. Qtherwise, I think you have
done quite a rerarkable joh.

The letters in number 3 are very in-
teresting, particularly Garry Tee‘'s. I,
tna, am nat a fan aof Haorrar. There is
toca much of it in real life to spend
time reading about it. Essentialily my
interest in F & SF is one af enjayment
and stimulatian. the need ta knav what
is pessible. I would suggest ta you and
to Gerry that you do read Lin Carter’s
book, LOVECPAFT: A LOOK BEHIND THE
CTHUIHU MYTHQOS. as mrentioned by Rad-
erick Scott. 1 think you will find it
interesting and while it may not in-
crease your interest in Lovecraft, it
will certainly add to your knowledge of
the field.

In the "Market Place"™ you ask "Gat
a spare golf-ball typer?" Yaou might he
interested ta knaw that Speery-Remingtan
are nov marketing a "selectric® duai
pitcht it‘s under license. The heads
are directly interchangeable with IEM.
(Some kxind of a patent infringerent
settlement), Also. Rayal-McBece Carp.
have ane. And ! understand that Qlive-
tte-Underwaod have one with a maving
carriage. I don't sunpose any of them
are in-expensive, but they are very
useful, particularly in the publishing
field. I waould certainly like to have
ane.

“*Many thanks far your infaormative
letter and kind words. 1. Items an
cantributors is a goad idea - it's
just that they're all too shy.
Sorething ray eventuate thaugh.

2. ALTERNATE WORIDS has just been
published here, while I should have
mentioned SFR in mare detail last
month., 3, The "SF Collectian” 1list
is a starting point - I've had a
few comrents but want MANY more.
while golf-ball typers will have

to remain a dream for the time
being.+*




A. Bertram Chandler
Flat 23, Kanimbla Hall
19 Tusculumr Street
Patts Paint

N.S.W. 2011

AUSTRALIA
Thanx for coples af Nourenan and far
letter af June A, receilved an my return
ta Gad's Qwn Country frar the U.S.A. a
caupla days ago.

As you may have gathered fraom the ad-
vertising. I was supposed ta be arang
those present at SF EXPO 76, alsa known
as SEXPQ and THE INCREDIBLE SHRINKING
EXPOSITION (me) and FIASCON (Farrie
Ackerman).

EXPC has been vostpaned(?). Quite a
few peaple were not infarmed in tire, as
a result af which there were hardes of
Swedes, Pamrs, and Australians (well,
Rabin Johnsan and ryself) milling araund
New Yark and thinking of ladging a com-
plaint with the United Natians. Alsa
quite a number of U.S. fans weren't tald
of the debaclea.

Science Fiction Services were nat al-
together to blame. It seews that the
Star Trekkies held a carrobaree at the
Nev York Hiltoan and the managerent aof
that pub thought that the antics af the
sub-sub-culture were tyoical cf aur sub-
culture. So they cancelled the booking
and the venue of the EXPO was shifted ta
the Calisseum. And then, with anly days
to go, the main backer backed out.

Qut of evil carmeth goad. however - and
Bob Tucker, taastmaster at the MidWestcCon
was ahle to make sarcastic comment an
the "distingquished refugees fram SEXFO.."

As well as the MidWestCon 1 was able
ta take in the WesterCan - I was the
only "distinquished refugee” there for
their toastraster, Bab Silverberg. to
expose to gacdhumoured ridicule. (Sore-
haw Robin Johnsan was exernt.)

A11 in all the trip was well worthwhile
and the one real disaopointrent was the
pastponerent of the Mars landing - I had
a press pass far rhe Jet Fropulsion Labh-
aratories in Pasadena, the contral centre
for the project.

Talking of canservationists - one minor
victary in Los Angeles has been the sav-
ing of the famous Watts Towers from de-
malition,

After I've tidied up various profes-
sional corritments I'll be daing sar=s
articles for the fanzines on my ris-
adventures - including being stranded at
Barstow at four thirty in the marning
with a Danish blonde...

(12 July 1976)

#¢Sarry ta hear abaut SF EXPQ - I
hope SF EX®Q West (rmenticned in
Nourenan 4) takes vlace, And bad
fuck on covering the Mars landing.
We were in the States when it

landed and thought the coverage was
pretty qood - especially the calour
transrissiean. But now we're back in
NZ, not much infa ecores through.
Where did you say Barstow was...?7**

— —

Bruce Ferqusan ?

2 R.D. Qhaupa

NEW ZEALAND (14 July 1978)
Nourenan 4 1s as gaad as its predecaa—
sars, but Y think it waa a little dam-
inated by the Pourneclle interview. How-
ever I think the interview was very
worthwhile. Your art-wark is getting
goad taoa.

It took me a vhile to comprehend just

what those strange syrbols situated in
the hook were. 1 started off trying ta
find same way to decade them! - were
they somre strange message in a future
hieraglyph? Then 1 realised that they
were entries fram same 1IQ test. I naw
think I know the answers but what I want
ta knaw iss ig it iwpartant ta knaw the
answer? Regardless, thanks far somre
arusina moments as I puzzled their ex-
istence. )

The article by you ("Facts To...") was
very gaaod tco. I‘'m afraid T haven't
read anything by Van Daniken and sa
missed that aspect af the article. But
it is a good paint yocu raise. Reference
publishers have ta live up to same aof
their responsibilities. 1It's bad enough
when two writers praduce canflicting
views, but fram the sarme source samre
sart af consistency is exvectad.

It is goad ta hear that Naurenan is
going well., Peaple I have shown canies
ta have been interested in science fic-
tioan and alsao expressed an interest in
Nourenan. I think it is important to
echa the camrrents of F. Macskasy Jr. in
issuve 3 - "COMMINICATE®". The number aof
peaple wha read and are interested in sf
is surprising.

*+*Na, it is not irpartant to know
the answer ta tha wee pnzzles, but
I‘m sure everyone gaot them (if not,
111 give the answvers to whoever
needs ther).

Communication is certainly the
thing - thank you Bruce for heloing
to rake Nourenon the success 1 think
it ig, ==

John W. Andrews

2301 E, Foathill Drive

Santa Rasa, California 95404
U.S.A. (30 July 1976)

*#+-0nn wrote a long, friendly and
infarmative letter (one of faur "wel-
caming”™ letters frar merebers af the
N3F (or NFFF - Naticnal Fantasy Fan
Federatian - a quite active American
group. If you would like to learn
maore about N3f, write toi1 Jeanne
Burger, 55 Bluebonnet Ct., Lake
Jackson, Texas 77566, USA). John
listed a few worthy fanzines. and
then pravided the following repart
on twa conventians.®+

over...



8 Gat to WesterCon 29 on the Friday

marning. Crawd seerad sparse,
action slaw. No pragramming but for Get
Acquainted cocktail session in eveninag.
Talked ta several acquaintances. L.E.W.
Gray (mistakenly “Elver" in WorldCan *'75
1ist) kindly intraduced re to several
Aussies, specially A.RB. Chandler, aof the
so-piercing eyes. L.Gray alsoc gave ma
sare Aussaie 'zines to glance at aver-—
night. and addresses from his trip to
Melbourne in '75. A gentleran, a famwily
man, but unfartunately not a great letter
writer,

Friday evening talked with J. Williamson
but not as long as last yeari wy only
longtire pro acquaintance (G of H at
WarldCen next year). Saw mostly uncut
BARBARELIA film in evening. Cute. In
Memariam: Pangbarn, Febrmary; T.B.
Swann, March: Van Vagt's wife, recently.

Overall: Can austere, programming
1ighter, more relaxed. attendance down
(1,5007)3 prices higher, Hucksters Roam
very dear, wares mave slawer; Masqguer-—
ade less elabarate, but excellent slide—
shaw “The Capture”. anly usual traouble
wich Hatel - carnlaints about Hotel re-
quirerent of credit-rating ‘passport’,
although guests pay in ADVANCE.

At Panels, notable dearth af talk
about Antholagies. Fichael Kurland
spake out against loose, storyless, arty
tales such as those sa gopular in "New
Wave" and five years of Anthalagies. No
Panels on fanzines rise of Sevi-vrozines.
Special features: twa Interviews. clase
attention to both, Publicly, R. Delap
asked questions af Sturgean; Mike
Glyer of R. Silberberg. Very open,
emaooth replies; searching questions -
wander if rehearsed?? Silverberg out-
spoken., denaunces NYC (New York City) as
decayingi down on Publishing Establish-
ment. Highlight af Panels: Don Simpsen
explained, with slides and a scale model,
an allien prebe-ship for searching solar
gystems for signs aof life, which included
a coded anticryptography ressage mad-
ule; was Srithsonian cantract.

FAAN awvards Sunday. Several NFFF'ers
naminated, and ane, D.D'Amrassa, won. A
"non-Banquet" ceremany. Soreane carried
a large, attractive boa constrictor on
their shoulders in labbv, Manday rarning,
graveyard hours, act un far night-life.

Persistent cawpaign by Phoenix ta get
votes (only lest by seven). PMet Dan
Goadman and Al Rothstein (of WCon 29 Com-
mittee) at LA party - they ware surprised
tn have we pap up and, armed with tyve-
script, try ta explain the insides of the
story, Sisyphus, Son af Aeolus, and how
varsion In Fantastic Decerper '75 rarred
by wisprints. A translator ray get
writer's,editor's and printer's errars
nung on him, ¥y Sisyphean labor: to
imprave quality.

I skipped the Friday evening auto-
graph party for the SF Serinar in Ber-
keley, Califarnia. I arrived the 10th
and parked my car on side street - the

jookstore on Shattuck lies near the
~~jversity of California. I entered the

Stare at ten, just befaore the first
marning Panel. R.F. Nelson is anather
pro I've met sociallyj he helped aorgan-
{ze the Seminar. Rah Yamada af the
Backs linlimited Store and Alva Roqgers,
famed Con entrepreneur, formed the
nucleuns committee.

The first Fanel
great magazine editars:
and BRBoucher, and thm general legacy af
mag. SF. Poul Anderson read a 1968
letter fram Camnbell. Apparently,
Campbell, as late as '68, followed a
misinfarmed palicy about cyberneties,
‘intelligent' computers, and exaqqger-
ated claims theraefar (I've been trying
ta express the other side and criticize
Asimov's ROBCT staries, but so far,
little exposure in fanzines - apparently
this dogra has becore a hardened crust
in SF). Raobert Silberberq essayed
quickies &n four othars:; Larry Shaw, a
great quy, cultured, but na editor; Ray
Palrer, a great aditor wha rade Amazing
a parsonal praduction but with lousy
results, naradoxically) Haward Browne,
poar as an editar; and Pohl, not nuch
inte it.

On both days, infarmal discussion
sessions followed Panels. I chose
several athers over Silverbergq. Like
sa wany, Silverterg attended ane day
anly. Tharas N. Scortia shaws himself
fed vo with palitical contraversies,
and journalism aover nuclear-power issues.
Terry Carr and Caral Carr also s»ent
some time. Randall Garrett cracked jokes
as usual; he made saowre cracks abaut lan-
guages, and I was terpted to join in, but
didn't. ©On Saturday and on Sundav befare
the closing Banguet, I talked lang with
Wilmar 4. Shiras. She made one great
breakthrough in Forties Astaundina: the
srries of lang staries that began with
In Hiding and later were collected inta
a classic navel. She feels her treat-
ment of gifted superchildren has in-
sights far the problem of the gifted in
our saciety. Alsa, she represents the
woran wha strives to achieve autside
§tereotyned roles: she rejected Latin
in ?oston; talked authorities into al-
lowing trig. and physics in High School.

Coples of attendees' works had been
stacked for necple wanting autograohs.

I bought Zram Darthy Bryant's self-
published navella pile: The Camrforter.
Aftgr she went to that trouble and sold
copies an her own. a big nublisher took
1t and chanaged title ta The Kin of Atta
Arq_waitinq. Also. storEET_;EEEETETT;—
Comix stares, are beginning to stock
sare fanzines, especially well-orinted
anes, such as Algol and Nickeladean -
the so-called 'semi-pros®, 1 also
bought paperback The Platwvous of Doom
And Other Stories by A.D, Cover (Laver.
gover!. A younqg, 26-year old. 3 vears
into it; a writer to watch in my apinion,
Cover lives in southern Califarnia.

At second Panel, Charlie Braown (editor
of locus) and Luther Nichols (af Double-
day, Ihe.) had at each, lightly. Charlie

revalved araund three
Carnkell, Gecld.




has pointed out in his newszine the
Doubleday oractice of ‘bulping‘ baaoks
that don't sell; accarding ta Nichals
they wait 6 months now and interfere
1ittle with small publ. they take aver
(Del1l paperbacks). R. Faraday Nelsan
tald haw ha foaled Ragar Elwocadi Rager
bars 'non-Christian®’ material in his
puhlications and Nelsan wrate a nasty,
heretical fantasy an there of William
Blake. Apparently Elwocd doesn't
analyze the inner; he relies on the sur-
face. In fact, Elwoaod suppaosedly wants
mare Nelsan navels far lLaser Books.

Hrm. 1 sort of pramised Nelson 1'd laack
far errars in his Laser Esooks Na. 32 -
errors af hard science.

I listened ta several
be famous somweday. rel
Warwick (recent Analaogq.
vMarta Randall (says she doesn't emphasize
science in her qtuff), R.F. Nelson., and
R.A. Wilson (Illurinatus Trilocaqv). Also
varlin Spike (sic). Gary K. Wolf spake
of promotion as key to SF success - mast
SF weakly °‘pushed®’ by oublish/retail/
establishment., Wears a Killerbowl
T-ghirt. Eric Vinicoff says he's part
af team: Marcia Martin does technical
side for hir.

Tor Whitrore and others stranqly re-
acted against platforrs af R.F. Nelsan
(faur stage histary of SF, with his last
etage the noblest 'course of Emrpire’,
and first ta treat individuals), and also
R. Wilsan (last chance far ran to get
into space and avoid Club aof Rnre dis-
asters; life ta last 2-300 years hy
methad tried an rats at UC Berkeley;
transform consciousness a 1la Leary).

The final Panel on voren in SF ran
saurly alsa. Saowre woren (such as

Sydney Joyce Van Scyoc, Wilrmar H. Shiras,
Dena Brown) spoke to prablem af re-
definition of feminism (waomen's Lib),
and also of persecution as past phenam-
enon (hiding behind initials. epicenes]),
Others such as Varta Randall. Susan

Wood (Canadian) display a 'chip-on-the-
shoulder' cald scorn that disrays re.

At the Banquet, Fritz Leiber gave a
goad talk, a fine perfarrance, and
announced his new navel - to be pub-
1ished in Fantasy & SF this year, and
as a book 1n February *'77. I do devlare
the practice of using a different title
for boak and ragazine versions.

nea-authorsg
Gilden, Va1l
said little),

may

Now as to what I'w doing. . . I have
been seriously studying stvle. In this

age, ane can (who does?!) try bath lin-
quistic, statistical, and artistic ao-
proaches. Discover stylistics, a dis-
cipline pursued on the Continent (but
neglected in English-speaking lands)
which studies this question: how da the
different ways of saying the same thing
differ in effect?

I've bequn trading baagks with Europe.
But still keen for English languwage. In
particular, I have only these four (M.P.)
Shiels ESSAYS; PURPIE CLQUD; LORD CF SEAj;
and DR. KRASINSKI'S SECRET. Want any
readable copy of others, what I can get,

especially SF emphasis,

YOQUNG MEN ARE... ar WHAT TYE OILD

g MAN... Willing to trade two far ane.
so, sameday, though poor, want ta

read part aof Stapledon's LAST AND FIRST

xgy that §hou5 cenasared pages af Amer—

lcan versasian. Different pecple want

different things. Same: firat editions.

dust jackets. Others, autagraphs (want

Sam Maskaowitz' autagraph?), still aothers

paperbacks. apecial items, caomplete set

aof an authar. Sare after rags. I

have items abave categories. but mainly

in American paperbacks. hardbound, Beak

Club, sore gaod aldies. few ohscure.

Also interested in FANTASY - hance.,

evary land can provide sarcthing. b 4

read Esperanta, German, Russian, French.

...Engaged in thankless, tedicus labar

af translator. Hope to spark improvements

in translations.

P.s. At the Seminar, at Can. everywhere,
in Bastan, peaple have been telling the
awful truth about Niven's RINGWQRLD.
Unstable!! The Ring waould slip slide
into Star. Why? Newtonian analysis by
Clerk Maxwell 19th century British
physicist. Also work on Saturn's rings
?y Sofya Kovalevskaya (waran mathematic-—
an)...

such as THE 9

**HWhew, John - wot a whapper of a
letter! And what a wealth aof useful
minutia - enough ideas there for
about 10 articles. I dan't seem to
have any books yau ray be interested
in, but perhaps ather readers do.

1 didn't know about the censared
LAST AND FIRST MEN, tha. Thanks
agaln faor your letter and time.=»

S.J. spring
12 Crathie Cres.
Takoraa

NEW ZEALAND (3 July 1976)

1 would like ta congratulate yau on the
excellence of your magazine. It fills a
great void in literature in NZ; I haope

to see mare sf around as a result.

A prablem I have found is trying to
get the books of certain authors ar in-
forration about coming books. Two quest-
ions I would like answered if pcassible:
(i) what is the title of Philip Jose
Farmer's third Riverwarld bocok? (ii) is
there mare to core in Farrer's World of
Tiers series? The faurth boak ended (as
did 1 ta 3) suggesting rore was to happen.

Is it possible to obtain titles ren-
tioned in your Publishing Infa. through
you?

**The mast recent information I‘ve
seen (SFR 17) gives THE MAGIC LABY-
RINTH (a2 quote fram Burton's KASIDAH)
as the final title for the 3rd River-
world book (Farmer is still workina
an 1t). I don't knaw abaut the aother
series, only that Farmer is abaut §
novels late as of February!

Yes, it is possible to ohtain rost
titles mentioned in Nourenan from
ug,**
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Septemt
Kansas C

MidAmeriCon

Tentative Program

THURSDAY, Sept. 2

6:30PM — Astranaut Spasreh. . . ... ...t s ettt Imperial Ballvaam
7:30 PM — Frad Hatke!!’s Song & Slide Shaw . ., . . - +.. Impetial Ballracm
9:00 PM — Meet the Authars Party . . . .. .t cn e n o Pnnl Deack {5th Floar]
CONTINUING EVENTS:
Ragistratian — 10:00 AM - 10:00 PM
Art Show — 12:00 Naan - 6:00 PM . . .. .. ...
Gearga Barr Art Disglay — 12:00 Naan - 6:00 PM
Huckster Roam Set-Up — 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM _ | . ... Raysl Hall
Huckstar Raam Opens — 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM _ ., . . ... Rayal Hall
Film Program — 1:00PM -3:00AM , . ... ........ Gllr\d Ballroam

N Me31zanina
.Trianon Roam
Burqundv Room

FRIDAY, Sept. 3
11:30 AM — Waird & Harrar Genre Lunchean , . .
12:00 Naan — Opaning Caramani
1:00 PM — Author’s Forum (clos .Crystal Racm (Phillips]
1:30 PM — Preliminary Butinass Meating (apen andad) _ . Londan Raam (Phillips]
1:30 PM — Pan F.Why Bathar With Thir Crud? andllllul Alln Dasn Fastar.
Panalists: R. A. Laffarty, CliHaord Simak, Philip Jote Farmar,
Frank Herbart] _ . R

Windiar Raam (Phillipa]
«. .. Imperial Ballroam

1:30 PM — Bally Dan¢ing Exhibitian. . Calanial Ballroam
2:30 PM — Fanains Workshop (Mimea) . . Mutie Raam
2:30 PM — Naa Pra Warkshap {Modaratar: Bob Tuckar] . Colonial Ballraam
4:00 PM — Panal; Lifa in Outar Spaca (Maderatar: larry Pournalia] ., . Colonial Ballroam
6:00 PM — Artlats’ Recaptian . Trianon Raam
8:30 PM — Dramatic Praduetian. . ... .. cviecnnnn wee...Muilc Hall (Municipal Auditarium]
CONTINUING EVENTS:

Registiztion — 10:00 AM - 10:00 PM | .. ... . ... ...ttt innrsnsanonssns Mezzanine

Art Show —10:00 AM - 6:00 PM . .
Gearge Barr Art Dispiay — 10:00 AM - &
Huckster Room — 10:00 AM - §:00 PM . . .,
Film Program — 11:00 AM 3:30 PM . |
Neo-Fan Aaam — 11:00 AM - 6:00 PM

. .Trianan Room
Burgundy Raam

. Rayal Hall
.Grand Ballraam
.. Tawar 21.22

SATURDAY, Sept. 4

10:00 AM — SFWA Butinen Meating Landan Raam (Phillips)
11:00 AM — Panal: Sex in Scianca Fiction {maderata Larry Prapp & Jani Stapa.
Panalists: Miks Glicksahn, Ran Baund1, Lae Smaire,
Babbi Armbruster) . . ...........
11:0C0 AM — Artists Genre Luncheon ., ,
12:00 Naan — Auther's Farum (clases 6: 00 FM]
12:30 PM — Im.w&Emhllmm 2001 .. ... e 8
12:30 PM — i Meating/Site Salectian (opan anded] .
1:00 PM — Burroughs Bibliophifes’ Dum-Oum, . , . ..
4:00 PM — Fanzina Warkshap (Ofsat) ., ..
4:30 PM — Masqueiade Set-Up.
8:00 PM — Masquarade. . ... . oohiaianns

CONTINUING EVENTS:
Sama 21 Friday

...... Impezrial Ballroam
Windsar Roam (Phillips]
Crystal Raam (Phillips]
... Imperial Bailtoom
Landan Raam (Phillips)
.. Calanial Baliroam
«.+..Music Raam
. .Calanial/imperial Ballraoms
M etenansnaaes..Calanial/impetial Balltoams

SUNDAY, Sept. §
1:00 PM — Guest of Honar Banquet. . ..., .

Colania!/Imperial Ballroams
4:00 FM — Authar’s Forum {clasas 6:00 PM] |

. .Crystal Raam (Phillips]

4:00 PM — General Auction. , . .. ........ .. Impetial Ballraam
4:00 PM — Canventian Planners’ Workshop . . s . Music Aaam
8:30 PM — Huga Awards Caremanias . .., .......... Mum: Hall (Mumupal Auditarium)

CONTINUING EVENTS:

Aagistration - 10:00 AM - 5:00 FM .,
Othert ama as Friday

MONDAY, Sept. 6

11:30 AM — Herole Fantasy Gente Lunchean, , .. ....vvveruees. ... Windtar Raam {Phillips]
12:00 Naan — Author’s Farum iclases 3:00 PM). , . . . vve....Crysmal Raam {Philtips]
12:00 Noan — Panel: My Favarite Watld Tomorrow {med nm Jarry Poum-llu] Imperial Ballraam
2:00 PM — Aussiacon Slide Shaw , ., . . . Imperial Ballragm
4:00 PM — Clasing Caremaniag, . ., .. Imperial Ballraam

CONTINUING EVENTS:
Art Shaw — 10:00 AM - 2:.00PM, . .., . ...Trienan Raem

Gearge Barr Art Display — 10; UOAM ZUUPM.‘ ... Burgundy Roam
Huckster Aaom —10:00 AM - 2:00PM . ., .. ......0c00ccuoranansssonncsan Rayal Hall
Film Program — 11:00 AM - 10:00 PM ....Gllnd Ballroam

Nea-Fan Roam — 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM . . .. .0t ceeunnennvannesanrensoss TOWas21.22
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The reproductien of the pragram for
MidAmeriCon at left is ta give NZ fen
same idea of the (playful) seriocusness
of fandom, while battles and criticiam
rage, and disillusion arises occasion-
ally (see the piece by Vucak in this
issue), many and aextensive are the
activities of the sf ‘caommunity*,
wain activities (besides reading sf
baooks and wagazines and perhaps dis-
cussing ther with friends) are attend-
ing canventians and eraducing fanzines.
I outlined the backgraund af these twa
activities in Nournnon 1, so would here
l1ike ta concentrate an current or faorth-
caring events and itersa.

MidAmeriCan threatens to be the best
attended WorldCan ye2t - so much s0 that
certain measures have been taken to try
to limit mermbership (advertising rising
rembership ratms to encourage early re-
qgistration; discouraging *fringe' act-
{vities 1ike STAR TREK. "Heyer~-dam, far
example) .

Bidding far, and arganizing. a WorldCan
requires a very dedicatad cormittee.
Planning needs ta start un to 10 vears
in advance, with advertising reaching a
peak 2-3 years bafora the planned date
(bids are voted on at the WarldCan twa
years in advance. Thus. the 1978 bids
will be voted on by members of MidAweri-
Con).

Becorming a mewrber aof each year's
WarldCon {s impartant for fen: nat anly
da you vote an the venue aof future World-
Cans, but you also vate an the Hugo
Avards. VMast NZ fen would became sup-
porting members (i.e. nan-attending) and
for their few dollars, get the vating
rights, along with the periocdic “Pragress
Reports” put out by the WarldCaon cammit-
tee.

¥idAmeriCon's first PR was basically a
flyer, but numbear 2 is a 52 page, typeset
and offset, magazine. Althouah abaut
half the content is advertising, all of
it is sf related and much is infaorration
and advertising for future canventiaons
(especially WorldCan bids). Articles in-
cludes proposals of ways ta limit
worldCan attendances (orojected MidAmeri-
con merbership is 7,000); a piece on
Worldcon Masquerades: WorldCon Canstitu-
tion wrangles; a history aof WorldCons
(Part 1); and the ever-present sf‘'al
feature, a letter calumn.

Pragress Reports nurhars 3 and 4. and
the Program Book, are also tyneset and
offset magazines. Number 3 (40 pages),
along with all the latest info on reqis-
tration, hotel reservations and pragram-
ing, includes the first of a series of
articles by John Millard on how tao
{successfully) organise a WorldCan, plus
other pieces on Constitution wrangles
and Vasquerade costures, and the letter
column,

The

* "Fandom Is A Way Of Life"

Number 4 (8 pp -~ see caver be— 12

low) has part two of John‘s series,

more on castumes, the verbatim Constitu-
tion. the Hugo naminating hallot, part
tva of the history of WoridCons (an ex-
callent series), plus pages of letters.

R AL S 3 .
Ton R

IeEC 4

The Pragram Book (€0 pp - arrived two
weeks aga) has the masat up-to-the-minute
info an €an activities, a map of dawn-
town Kansas City, a well-dane cartaan an
the way sf canventions drive hatel
managerent (and the arganising carmittee)
around the bend, an article on F as AWOL,
part three of John's series. a piece on
how to enjoy yourself at a WarldCan, and,
of caourse, the letter col.

I've covered the contents in same
depth to shaw newcamers ta the sf wvarild
(ar oldtimrers who've nat joined Waorld-
Cans) that joining the WarldCan is a
warthwhile (as well as worthy) activity.

And while it is a hit late ta join
MidAmericon, I suggest you jain SunCan,
the 35th WarldCon. It will be held in
Miari Beach, Flarida. September 2-5,

977. GoH is Jack Williamson. Fan GoH
1s Robert A. VMadle, and the Toastraster
is Robert Silverberq. Supporting
rerberships are $7.50 (UiS); Attending
are $10.00 till Septerber 30, 515.00

from Qet. 1 to Dec. 31. The address is:
SunCon, 35th World Science Fictian Con-
ventiaon, Box 3427, Cherry Hill, New

Jersey (08034, USA.

SunCon have just released their first
“Canventiaon Journal* (24pp, typeset and
offset) which, along with all the
necessary Can info, includes: Ursula
LeGuin's GoH Speech fror AussieCon (33rd
warldCan - 1975), which is both lengthy
and maost stirulating) an AussieCon
“Photo Repart”; plus the membership list
(a camman feature - I forgot to mention
their inclusian in the PRs abave) and
a few other bits and pieces. SunCan
plan 3 mare Journals, a Program Baok,
and a pastCon Jaurnal.

over, ..




As yau can see from the renraduction af
a common canventian 1ist (this ane from
Locus). WorldCans are just the (rather
iarae) tio aof the icebergqg. And sf
the anly (ar sole) unifying force far
consi fantasy, STAR TREK, films, camics
and Perry Rhadan (!) can be the rain, ar
co-, thewres of A can. local, regianal,
natiaonal and internaticnal; mwemberships
in the hundreds or the thousands: lengths
Fram haurs ta days - any level is opassi-
ble far a can. Perbhags when Nourenon
and NASF get mare arganised we will
start tn see small (ar even large)
Kiwicans.
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I've looked at the secand significant
activity, fanzines, in sare depth pre-
vigusly (see Nourencn 1 for an intrao-
ductory article an the different types
of sf fan wmagazines). so here I'd like
ta go straight intoa a new columni

'ZINES RECETIVED

Wherein your editor comments aon various
'zines to hand. There are quite a few
this issue as I've covered mast of the
impartant anes that arrived in the past
6 manths. Reading this particular col-
urn and referring back ta the listing
in Nourenan 1 should give you saomre idea
of the majar fanzines. Perhaps in
future issues I can mention some of the
minar (but still excellent) ones.

is nat

Peter Raoberts' "LITTLE GEM GUIDE ta sf
fanzines" - Published by Peter Raberts
(6 Westbaurne Park Villas. Landan W2,
FNGLAND ] Every sa aoften
May 1976 Yssue; l1l2vo; 8"
This is the faurtn,
af LITTLE GEM GUTDE,
plains the different
an annotated list af
aver the warld (this edition inciludes
Noumenon), and a few recommendations.
Anyone sericusly interested in fanzines
wanld find this baocklet very helpful.
+«+Available fram Noumwenan far 6Q¢
{(includes pastage)=*~

x 6" ; affset
revised editian
wnerein Peter ex-
kinds af fanzinas,
fanzines fram all

ALGQOYL - Edited and published by Andy
Parter (PC Box 4175, New Yark, NY

10017, USA) Biannual; 6/%7,50 ar
1/%$1.50

Issue 26 (May) 60pp; 11" x 8% typeset,
affset

ALGOL is aone af the langest running,
“prafessional loocking' fanzines. There
is always an abundance of quality art,
the lettercal is ane aof the best around,
and the calurns, articles and interviews
nearly always please.

26 cantains: a very goad article an
Zelazny's shart fiction: an interview
with Delany; a ‘'fandom' column by Susan
Woad; a new art colurn by Vincent Di
Fate; a reprint aof Paohl's intraductian
to THE_EARLY POHL: Lupaff's generally
excellent review column; the lettercol.

Recomrmended.

BRAUE
NEL
WoRLO
AEVIEW

BRAVE NEW WORLD REVIEW - Edited and pub-
lished by Dennis Stocks and Eric Fried
(PO Box 235, Albion 4C10. Brisbane,
Queensland, AUSTRALIA)
Issue 1 (March) 14pp Qto/Issue 2 (May)
40pp folded F/C; both offset

This is basically a review journal,
with scme very qood reviewers, which in-
cludes the odd biblio~ or bio-graphical
plece.

An article on "Futurism® leads issue 2
and other pieces include: Howard




Hrown's “"Moorcack‘'s Cosnalooy"; a long
review of Aldiss' SF _ART; “Nates on the
car Series"; and a histaory of the Ditrmar
Awvards (the Australian "SF Achievemrent
Auatdé") presented aover the years.

DEIAP‘as F & SF REVIEW - Edited hy
Richard Delap (assocliate editar and
publisher - Frederick Patten). See
Nourenon 1 far suhscription details.
Typeset, affset.

Published manthly, DELAP's is the
essential review journal far American
releases. The standard of reviewing is
generally very high and virtually all
af the more significant F&ASF books are
reviewved,

FANEW SLETTER - Edited & praduced by
Leigh Edmands (PO Aox 76. Carltan,
victoria 3053, AUSTRALIA)
Fartnightly) $2.00/1c issuas;
duplicated & folded.

The Australian newszine that kaens
yau up to date on the camings and
qoinga, achievements and activitiesa af
(Australasian) fen. Often includes fan-
zine reviews.

E/C

- Published by Keith
Quern-

FANZ INE FANATIQUE
& Rosemary Walker (2 Daisy Bank,
mare Rd., lLancaster, ENGLAND)

6 weekly: 10p (4 for 135p) ar trade.
Double Issue 17/18; ldpoj) F/C duglicated.
Subtitled “The Fanzine Fans Fanzine”,
FF reviews raost (all?) of the different
types of ‘'zine (including fames, comics,

Tolkier, Dr, Who, and poetry 'zines).
A comprehensive labour af love (includ-
ing typing by candlelight!).

KARASS - Edited and published by Linda
Bushyager (1614 Evans Ave.. FPraspect

Park, Philadelphia 19076, USA)
3/%$1.00; available far caontributions ar
trades.

Issue 20 (March) 6pp/Issue 21 (Rpr/May)
20 pp1 A4 duplicated

American newszine but more chatty and
fahnish than Lacus. Recammended.

LOCUS - Edited and published by Charles
& Dena Brown {(Locus Publications, PQ
Box 3938, San Francisca, CA 94119, USA)
15/year; 15/%15 (airmail) or 15/%6 (sea);
11" x B4"; offset

10cus is usually 8 or 12 pages,
of news, reviews (books, magazines.
zines), forthcaring and current bock
schedules and nates, convention listings,
and a grawing ad sectian. If you want to
be up to date on what's nappening in tne
sf waorld in Arerica (though they alsa
cover British news), LOCUS is essential,

full
fan-

NEW VENTURE - Edited by Steve Fahnes-
talk and Jon Gustafson (Rt.2, Box 135,

Pullwran, WA 99163, USA) Quarterly:
4/%4.00
Issue 2 44pp/Issue 3 SOppi 11"x84%";

affset

2+ -VENTUR s

{

2 includes: an interview with Rager
Elwood: The Ceaseless Stone, part 1 of
a new "Doctor Eszterhazy" stary by
Avram Davidsoni David Gerrald's Wester—
Con address.

3 includes: an interview with Paul
Andersan) Ceaseless Stone part 2.

Bath issues include book and fanzine
reviews, plenty of good art, letters,
and Jon‘s column an sf art, "The Serpent's
Toath™ .

Recammanded.

QUTWORIDS - Edited and published by Bill
Bawers (PO Box 2521, North Cantan,
Ohia 44720, USA) Quarterly) 4/35.00;
available for cantributions ar trades.
Issue 27 (1st Qu. 1976) 44pp: 11"xB%";
aoffset

Thia is one af the most professional
‘zines - extrerely well laid-out and
printed, plenty of excellent art, a wha's
who of writers and contributors.

27 includes: a lengthy reminiscence
of James Blish by Robert lowndes; sare
thrust and varry from Douq Barbaur and
Darrell Schueitzer discussing CHALGREN)
the hilarious tale of the origin aof
“The Secret Handgrip of Fandom™; plus
many other features.

Recammrended.

SCIENCE FICTION REVIEW

vaﬁ}hhm
Robert Anfon Wilson |7

-l an




SCIENCE FYICTION REVIEHW - Edited and
published by Richard E. Geis (PO Box
11408, Portland. Oregon 97211, USA)
Quarterly) o/seas suhsi $US4.50/1 year,
$US8.00/2 years.
Yssue 17 {(May) d48np; 11%x84"; offset
A hard-hitting editorial an roace
programs, Third Warld resources and
the ‘Welfare' state apens this issue.
Then there are twa (!] interviews
(George R.R. Vartin and Robert Antan
Wilsen); a good cverview on Philip K.
Dick, lots af reviews, letters and art,
an art column (by Freff), and discussians
an matters raised in earlier SFRs.
Recommended.

SF COMMENTARY - Edited, printed and
published by Bruce Gillespie (GPQ Box

5195AA, Melbourne, Victaria 30C%,
AUSTRALIA) Irregular; $AS.00Q/5 or
$1/issue

Issue 43 (August 75) 63pp / Issue 46
(May 76) 3pp; both A4 duvlicated.

43 is the special WILSON TUCKER issue,
slightly delayed, and includes an in-
terview, 4 articles/reviews on Tucker's
books, plus a hibliography.

46 is a "catch up" issue after the
two previaus double issues (41/42 and
44/45),. As usual, the "I Must Be
Talking To My Friends" letter cal (here
titled "Expasitions and Epistles™) is
the highlight. But Bruce is a thorough
sart af persan and has decided to read
{as near as paossible) every piece of
short fiction published each year. He
finished the task for 1973 this April,
g0 includes his list of the “BEST QF"
far 1973, He alsoc includes some
Favaurites for 1975. Alsa included:
Reba Estra's study aof Heinlein's juven-
iles and Anqus Taylaor's traveller's tale.

Recammrended.

PACE AGE, BOOKS

SPACE AGE BOOKS:1
SUPPLEMENT No. 3
This is not really a 'zine but a

mail-order catalogue from Space Age
Books in Melbourne. SAB have a very
large selection of sf books and related
jtems, so they produce these 20 (or so)
page Supplements two or three times a
year. No. 3 is 24 pages, gn square,
printed offset, and oacked with titles.

SCIENCE FICTION

Pieces af news and advance information
are included, along with a few reviaws
and the occasional illustration. The
bulk consists of their SF&F listings
{alphabatical by authars) - fiction/non-
fiction; Art and Film items; a few
comics: ete. = the majority being
British or American editions that are
also available in NZ (which is one
reason I wish they could include pub-
1isher - then you know whether it's
worth ordering a baok that may not be
availabla in NZ).

Still, even if you don't buy much
throaugh SAB, it may be worth $3/year
for you to subscribe tn their Newsletter
and Supolerents.
(SPACE AGE BOOKS.

305-307 Swanstan St.,
Melbourne 3000,

Victoria. AUSTRALTIA)

STARLING - Edited and published by Hank
and Lesleigh Luttrell (525 W.Main,
Madisan, Wisconsin 53703, USA)
Quarterly; 50¢/issue: $2.00/5; or for
cantributions and trades.
Issue 33 (Feb) 38pp; 1l1l"x84%™ duplicated.
This is another fannish 'zine. with a
review column by Joe Sanders. other re-
views, an extensive letter col, a couple
of articles on mystery writers, and a
lonagish piece (Part IV) on "Great Amer-

ican Camics™.
W"! |
5 [osie |
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TANGENT - Edited and praduced by David
A. Truesdale (611-A Divisiaon st.,
Oshkosh, Wisceonsin 54901, ©DSA)
Q?artezly; $1.25/issue; ar for cantribu-
tions and trades.
Issue 4 (Feb) 74 pp; 11"x8x™ affset.
Here's a professional newcomer ta the
'quality ‘zine' stakes. Three (!) in-
terviews - Zelazny, Williar Tenn, Gearge
R.R., Martin - fiction. vaetry, articles,
reviews, and a laot of goad art. Fine
fanzine review and letter columns toa.
Recarmrended.
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THE SUPERFICIAL SIDE OF
MODERN SCIENCE FICTION

When reading sf. what criterion applies
to make it 'goad' sf7?7 HWe are all awvare
of the terrible side aof utter rubbish

in sf writing. But why daes it exist?
Writers write it? Publishers praduce it?
The markets want it?

It is because readers allaw it.
tolerate it. They dan‘t stand up and
cry out against it. Why? Why do we
pick out sf baaks and read them in the
first place? Part of the answer gives
an insight to cur talerance, In a small
market, there is nat much ta choase from.
1s that the excuse for well-knawn writers
to praduce qarbage?

Up to 95% af all sf written is super-
ficial. By superficial, I mean badly
written ar with a rmediccre stary, little
ar na ‘thinking' raterial. An easy
yard-stick to spoly is the 're-readabil-
ity* factar. A back which can be read
and re-read., without losing its appeal,

1 class as not superficial. That is ane
yard-stick. PAnother is *thinking' can-
tent, Oor ‘grey matter stuff', I rmay
not always like the book. but if it sets
me thinking, it has won my approval.

They

Put up or shut up.
Rabert A. Heinleini
THE MOON 1S A HARSH MISTRESS
STRANGER IN A STRANGE LAND
I WILL FEAR NQ EVIL
Arthur C. Clarkei
THE CITY AND THE STARS
THE SANDS QF VARS
A FALL OF MQONDUST
Larry Niven:
RINGWORID
THE WORLD OF PTAVVS

Now compare the ‘content' against such
books as:
Poul Andersconi
THE LONG WAY HOME
BRAIN WAVE
Robert Silverberg:
HAWKSBILL STATION
VORNAN 19
A.E. Van Voqgti
VMOCONBEAST
THE MAN WITH A THOQUSAND NAMES

I have picked these six writers out of
many 1 have read for no special reasan.
All of ther have written some excellent
stories as well as rubbish.

However, the first eight books are
considered classics (or will become such]).
I sincerely doubt whether the last six
can even be remembered without checking
your library, Yet the vast rajority of
ef books produced fall inta the latter
cateqory. Does sheer name of a writer
get him automatic publication? Almost
certainly! Would the latter six boaks
ever get past the editar if the author
was Jae Glaop?

What daes all this prove? 15

Science Fiction maovements are NAT
carried farward by old readers. Yast
peaple wha have besen reading sf far ten
or twenty years now devote their tirme to
publishing fan magazines ar running sf
clubs. Rubbish survives simply because
YCUNG readers are constantly coming an
the market. It takes THE» anather ten
or fifteen years ta wake up.

So?

Since sore af us can sce this wmerry-
go-round, why nat stap it? Everyone
agrees that more reaningful writing in-
evitably leads to Hugos and Nebula
Awards far the authors. Why not suopart
a praduct that everyane wants? If Y
were in a supermarket, praven praducts
would sell. That is common business
sense.

Science fiction should be classed as
‘1iterature' nat an escapist fad. Hell,
literature is mare than just a fancy
title.

Stefan Vucak
(Australia)
July 1976

The above is an atterpt to
put into words ideas that
have been gathering mamentum
ever since 1 started looking
for 'seriaus' sf writing. T
am saddened to say that there
is not much of it araund. All
camrents are my personal
feelings. 1If I ar wrong. 1

Afterword:

amr ready to be carrected.
Stefan Vucak
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FARMER'S WORLDS

Bruce Ferguson discusses
the major series of
Philip Jose Farmer

Although a fev newv backs by Philip Jose
Farmer have appeared in New Zealand
recently (e.q. THE ALLEY GOD and TIVME'S
1AST GIFT), he presently has twa series
awaiting corpletion: the Riverwaorld
trilaqgy - the first twn books beina TQ
YOQUR SCATTERED DODIES GQ (1$72 Hugo
Winner) and THE FABULOU§ RIVERBQAT
the World af the Tiers series - MAKER OF
UNIVERSES, THE GATES CF CREATICN, A
PRIVATE COSMOS and BEEHIND THE UWALLS OF
TERRA,

TIn A BACKDRAQP QF STARS {NEL - Harry
Harrisan, editor) Farrer goes inta detail
{(in the lengthy afterward to Sail On.
€ail On) abaut howv he designs the world
of his stary. A variety of prablerms
were met during the creation of Columbus'
flat world in the stary. A similar but
more detailed universe is the setting
for Tiers, The effort Farrer has put
into designing Tiers 1s apparent - at
na time do any Inconsistencies arise.

Yet all the time new features are in-
troduced to add further tn the picture
of the world.

In direct contrast tao Tlers, we have
yet to knaow the secret of who made ar
controls Riverworld. wWhere Tiers has
many different landscaces, Riverwnrid
is dominated by the River. However,
Riverworld is still fyrmer's creatian,
and is just as camprehensive as Tiers
and the ather warlds of the lords.

Once a scene is set, a writer then
needs to provide the cast. Again these
two mseries contrast. Riverworld is
populated with every scul wha ever
l1ived and Farmer can select his stars
from histary boocks - Sir Richard Francis
Burtan, Cyrano de Bergerac, Saruel
Clemens and millions more. The only
other 1ife on the warld are a few fish
and worms, and The Ethicals. In can-
trast, the Tiers are populated by many
beings from rytholeqy. history and

and

fantasyt centaurs, harpies, mammgths,
Welthier, tempusfudgers and chrono-
waolves, Riverworld is decarated with

colourful people where Tiers has exotie
creatures.

These series have similar thermes: mwan-
kind is the subject of some evil experi-
ment conducted by some superfor, but
tangible beings. In bath Ixoks there is
resistance against the superiars althaugh,
by the end of ...TERR\, Kickaha's infer-
iority is suspect. Bath these evil
experiments are a degredation of humanity.
They are inhumrane - maybe Farmer is
crying ta get the reader to think abaut
experirents with other sentients. The
baooks already deal with humanity's
origins and purpose.

Where the two series aren‘t similar,
they are in direct cantrast: many
worlds/one world., few animals/many
animals, etc. In both cases the totality
af Farmer's creation leaves the reader
feeling that he has just glimpsed a
carner of an immense canvas. A canvas
that depicts a hast of ideas and con-
cepts.

Farmer is a master af fantasy and has
a wealth of ideas. His particular
genius 1ies in carhining his ideas with
sare ald themes (irmrortality, parallel
warlds, time travel, etc.) to praduce
a truely fantastic result. And the
result is always a tatal concept.
creatians include:r Riverworld: the
pocket universes of the Tiers seriea:
the parallel worlds af THE GATES CF TIME;
pre-histarical Earth of TIMES LAST GIFTs

His

and the flat Earth aof Sail On, Sail On,
Riverwarld and the Warld of the Tiers

are his twao largest warks to date. They
will be even larger when they are com-

pleted. Let‘s hope the wait is nat taa
laong.
BIBLIOGRAPHY

Riverwarld. (bath Panther)

TC YOUR SCATTERED BODIES GO (1971)
THE FABULQOUS RIVERBOAT (1971)
The World of the Tiers. (all Sphere)
MAKER OF UNIVERSES (196S5)
THE GATES CF CREATION (1966)
A PRIVATE COSM0S (1968)
BEHIND THE WALLS OF TERRA (1970)
Other Universes.
TIME'S LAST GIFT (1972, Panther)

THE WIND WHALES OF ISHMAEL (1971,
Quartet)

THE GATE OF TIME (1966. Panther)

Bruce Ferguscn
{(New Zealand)
July 1976




John Thorsan

Marara Avenue Narth

Na. 9 R.D.

Qtatara, Invarcargill

NEW ZEALAND (25 June 1976)
Dear Brian,

You will find enclosed sare Infar-—
ratian an the STAR TREK scripts far ather STAR
TREK fans. 1 recently wrate ta TV One asking
if they are going to put the series back an and
they were havpy to say that it will be return-
ing ta ocur screens at a later date.

FIRST SEASON SCRIPTS -- 1966-1967
No. Title Writer(s)
T201 AN TRAP Gearaoe C.Johnsan
1202 CHARLIE X D.C.Fontana & G.Raoddenberry
1203 THE NAKED TIME John D.F.Black
1204 THE ENEMY WITHIN R.Mathesan
1205 MUDDS WOMAN G.Raddenberry S S.Kandel
1206 WHPAT ARE LITTLE SIRLS MADE QF? R.Bloch
1207 MIRI Adrian Snies
1208 DAGGER OF THE NMINDS S. Wincalberg
1209 CORBORMITE MANEUVER Jerry Soh1i
1210 CONSCIENCE OF THE KINGS B. Trivers
1211 BALANCE OF TERROR Paul Schneider
1212 SHORE LEAYE Theodore Sturgean
1213 GALILEQ SEYVEN Qliver Crawfard
1214 SQUIRE OF GOTHOS Paul Schneider
1215 ARENA Gene L. Coon & F. Brown
1216 TOMORROW IS YESTERDAY D.C. Fontana
1217 COURT MARTIAL D. Mankiewicz & 3.Sobleran
1218 RETURN OF THE ARCHONS B. Sableran
1219 SPACE SEED C. Wilbur & G.L. Coan
1220 TASTE OF ARMAGEDDON R. Hamrmer & G.L.Caon
1221 THIS SIDE OF PARADISE D.C. Fontana
1222 DEVIL IN THE DARK G.L. Caan
1223 ERRAND QF MERCY G.L. Coon
1224 ALTERNATIVE FACTOR Don Ingalls
1225 CITY ON THE S=DOE OF FOREVER H. Srith
1226 QOPERATICN ANNTHIIATE S. Carabatsas

k.
b

x|

SECOND SEASON SCRIPTS -- 1967-1968 THIRD SEASON SCRIPTS -- 1968-1969
1230 AMOK TIME Theodore Sturgeon 1255 SPQCK'S BRRIN 1Llee Cranin
1231 WHO MOURNS FQR ADONISS G.L. Caon 1256 EMTERPRISE INCIDENT D.C.Fontana
1232 CHANGELING J.M. Lucas 1257 PARADISE SYNDROME M.Arren
1233 ¥IRROR MIRROR Jares Bixbhy 1258 AND THE CHILDREN SHALL LEAD E.J.Lasko
1234 THE APPLE G.L.Coon 1259 IS THERE NO TRUTH, NQ BEAUTY
1235 DOOMSDAY MACHINE N.Sovinrad J.L.Arosete
1236 CATS5PAW Rabert Bloch 1260 SPECTRE OF THE GUN Lee Cronin
1237 VETAMORPHIS G.L.Coon 1261 DAY QF THE DOVE Jerome Bixby
1238 JOURNEY TO BABEL D.C.Fontana 1262 FOR THE WORLD IS HOLLCW AND I HAVE
1239 FRIDAYS CHILD DR.C.Fontana TOUCHED THE SKY R.Vollaets
1240 THE DEADLY YEARS David Harmon 1263 THE THOLIAN WER J.Surns & C.Richards
1241 QBSESSICN Art Wallace 1264 PLATQ'S STEPCHILDREN M, Dolinsky
1242 WOLF IN THE FOLD Robert Blech 1265 WINK OF AN EYE Arthur Heineran

1243 TROUBLE WITY TRIBILES D.Gerrold 1266 THE EMPATH Joyce Muskat
1244 GAMESTERS OF TRISKELION M.Armen 1267 ELIAN OF TROYIUS J.M.Lucas

1245 PIECE QF THE ACTICN D.Harmon 1268 WHOM GODS DESTROY 1Lee Erwin

1246 IMMUNITY SYNDROME R.Sabaroff 1269 LET THAT BE YQUR LAST BATTLEFIELD

1247 PRIVATE LITTLE WAR D.Ingalls 0.Crawfard

1248 RETURN TO TOVYORROW J.T. Dugan 1270 MARK OF GIDECN Lee Erwin

1249 PATTERNS OF FORCE J.M.Lucas 1271 THAT WHICH SURVIVES J.M, Lucas

1250 BY ANY OTHER NAME Jerore Bixhy 1272 THE LIGHTS OF ZETAR J.Tarches &

1251 OMEGA GLORY Gene Roddenberry S.lewis

1252 ULTIVMATE COMPUTER L.Walfe & 1273 REQUIEM FOR METHUSELIAH Jerome Bixhy
D.C.Fantana 1274 THE WAY TC EDEN Arthur Heineman

1253 BREAD & CIRCUSES J.Knuebulh & 1275 THE CLCUD MINDERS Margaret Armen
G.L.Coan 1276 THE SAVAGE CURTAIN G.Roddenberry &

1254 ASSIGNMENT EARTH G.Roddenberry & A.Heinaran
A.wWallace 1277 ALL QUR YESTERDAYS J.L.Arasete

1278 TURNABOUT INTRUDER Arthur H,Singer




18 And here's another new (irrégqularx?)

column. I'11 let Tony introduce it
himself. Hopefully, others will add to
it and even provide calumna.

Tony Lovatt
586 Madras Street

Christchurch
NEW ZEALAND (21 June 1976)
D. White, in Nourenon 3. suggests a dep-

artment within Noumenon {(as I understand
the summary of his letter) which I will
take the liberty of calling a “Futures
Forum®. By fortuitous chance, the edit-
orial in the same issue provided an ex-
ample of the contents of such a Forum.
The key word, faor these purposes, was
*wandering™.

Yost people do thelr thinking in pri-
vate: no matter how honestly they may
have made up their minds, vhen they talk
to other people their opinions appear
forred; they try to convince, rather than
aid people to think for themselves. Such
a Forum as I and (I presume) citizen
White envisage would consist of, essent-
ially, "thinking in public": something
which sf writers and fans are more used
to than the general publie.

I cquite approve of White's booklist
and would like to add Anderson's BY-
WORIDER, Vance's COVMUNE 20COAD and, rost
Irportantly, Toffler's FUTURE SHOCK. This
last should be nurber one on any ‘must’
1ist for "Plotting the Trajectories of
the Future®. .

Such organizations as RAND and The Club
of Rome produce scenarios which are based
on sound extrapolation (by computer pro-
grams, good choice of variables), but
which display little imagination. Of
course, when a single scenario may cost
hundreds of kilobucks, one can't afford
to stray far from the path of maximum
probability; but when a scenario (of
sorts) costs only a few cent's postage,
one should be able to chart some of the
less probable but more interesting by-
ways of the manifold possible futures.

And please don't get the idea we would
be lirited to sheer, unsupported specula-
tion. The computer at Varsity here is
one of the most powerful in NZ, and I
have as much time on it as I wish, limit-
ed only by my ability to pay (at $54 per
hour I hoard the milliseconds). A
friend of wine is working on a program
to predict the future of NZ's electricity
industry into the 1990's. There are
standard programs I could use, and if
people think it worthwhile, I could run
something off.

Well, that's the idea. There is no
shortage of theres, from immediate-con-
cern ones (e.q. population control,
genetic engineering - irmrediate? you'd
better believe it! I put the first
artificial plastic-eating bacterium 5
rears away, or less), through near-
suture {nuclear power in NZ, the future
of the car) and medium-future (moon
~olonies, zero-g. industry), to the
-aally blue-sky ideas (e.g. possibility

for a stable, senaible world governwent).
If anyone has any ideas on anything, let's
hear about it!

Enclosed please find a short article
on nuclear fission power, which you mray
decide to publish as the first article in
the "Futures Forum™ (or whatever you de-
cide to call it).

FUTURES FORUM

NUCLEAR FISSION POWER IN NZ

It ia my belief that, unless we develop
alternative sources to a high deqree in
a hurry, nuclear power will be here in-
side of 20 years. That's just on economic
considerations; 1if the "ecolagists" have
their way and prevent further construction

of dams and coal-fired power stations, it
may be sooner.
This rmay not be a bad thing.. The Jan.

*76 Scientific American has an article
shoving, inter alia, a comparison of the
safety factors of coal-fired and nuclear-
fired powver plants. The nuclear-plants
have an accident..risk of about 1 death
per year per 10 gigawatts: coal-fired
stations have virtually no accident risk,
On all other counts (mining and milling,
transport, and particularly pollution),
the coal-fired stations pose a greater
risk. The nuclear station has a total
risk of about 0.8 fatalities per year

per glgawatt; the Lest-case coal station,
about 6.0; and the worst-case coal sta-
tion, about 74.0,

This, mind you, applies to Amrerican
light-water, enriched-uranium reactors.
This is by no means the safest or most
economical reactor on the market. The
Canadian CANDU type of reactor has had
not a single accident since the first one
wvas commissioned in 1962, Every CANDU
reactor is stjll operating. And the later
models have total load factors (up-times)
pushing 9C%, as compared with less than
€0% for even the best American designs.
The wors' Canadian reactor - Douglas
Point - has a load factor of 45%, largely
due to the shortage of heavy water. The
number 3 reactor atP ickering was shut
down for half of 1974 because of cracks in
its pressure tubes - totally without
safety hazard, and the only technical ral-
function in the reactor sofar - and thus
has a load factor sa far of only 65%.

In addition, there are 2 safety factors
which stem directly from the design of
the CANDU nuclear power system:

(1) The reactors use natural uraniumi the
expeqsive process for concentrating
uraniumr-235 is unnecessary, and a source
of concentrated radioactives is removed
from potential troublerakers.

(2) The coolant and moderator are the
same thing: heavy water. Thus, in the
case of a coolant blockage or leak, the
reactor will simply poison ocut (turn it-
self off). This is economically undesir-
able, since it takes 40 hours to power up




again, but is totally without safety

hazards.
1 have cancentrated an the CANDI

system, and on the positive ampecta aof
that, only ta stimulate discussion.
There are black mrarks,af caurse) the
CANDU system iIs dependent an heavy
water, wvhich is expensive., and still nat
beinqg praduced in enaugh quantity ta
satisfy present derand. Alsa, Carpaign
Half-¥i{llion claims that current uranium
reserves will anly last anather 6-10
yearsy haowever, T don‘'t know where they
get their fiqurea.

Tany Yavatt (NZ)
June 1976

Tony Lavatt (3 July 1976)

Dear Brian,

Further to the article I sent you a
few weeks aqoai I have since learnt
that a recent jaoint report af the Inter-
national Atomric Enerqgy Aaency aof the UN
and the Nuclear Energy Agency af the
OFCD estirates that present proved
world reserves of uranium are enough ta
last far 15 years at the currently pra-
jected rate aof ronsurption. This, of
caurse, daesn’'t allow far new discoveries
of uranium, or anything like the fast-
breeder reactar. It alsa daesn't allaw
for any sudden increase in the nurber af
power statians. One way aor anather, it
seems likely that nuclear fuel supplias
will be pushed pretty close ta their
lirits by 2000 AD at the latest.

*+There are a couple of points I‘d
1ike to raise re your article, Tany.

1. Safety. Surely when camparing
different systems all aspects mrust
be locked at. Do your fiquraes on
risk include uranium rines and mills,
enrichrent and fuel re-processing
plants, hexaflouride conversion and
fuel fabricatiaon plants, transport
systers and, rast important of all,
waste starage installations?

2. 1load Factars. This is one way
af lacking at the econorics or ef-
ficlency of a system. But what abgut
the actual efficiency of reactor sys-
ters to canvert the heat they generate
into electricity? anly 25%-32% of the
total heat ocutput is being converted
into electricity by present systems.
That is, 1744 VAt (megawvatts thermal -
heat) becormes 508 Mdie (megawatts
electric), gqiving, in this instance,

a 29.4% efficiency for the Pickering
1 (the CANDU system),.

3. Resources. While allowing far
possible developrents., 1 can't see
the sense in building extrerely expen-
sive reactors (31000 million is one
figure I've seen), plus equally excen-
sive attendant vlants, for a possible
1ife of 15 years. And any conversian
{5 likely to be very expensive as well,

4. WASTES! (Did 1 erphasize that
enough?) We're talking about renewing

the expensive and atrictly 19
contralled wasta cantainers for
thousands of years! Some af the'by-
praducts' af fission reactians have
iroressive half-lives toa: iodine-
129 has a half-1ife of 16 millian
years (true, it's not marticularly
radiocoactive, but it is atill con-
centrated). And we're talking abaut
tank lives af 20 or 3C years in

aaore instances - nat counting the
many leaks reported (and many nat
reported).

5. Alternatives. There are rany
alternatives, at the individual,
lacal, natienal and international
levels. Fission reactors are merely
a spin—of! from axtremely expensive
military research and developrent.
If only aone thousandth of the money.
time and effart spent on nuclear
aystems had been spent an, far jin-
stance, solar possihilities, we
would be seeing sare very irmpressive
results naw.

6. Recarmended reading:

MUCLEAR POWER - Walter C. Pattersan
(Pelican ariginal, 1976 §2.75)

This is an excellant boaok an the sub-
ject. 1In fact, bacause it is sa up to
date, 1 would censider it the definitive
book at the mament.

Pattersan begins with explanations of
atarm structure, uranium, radiation, and
then briefly describes reactars. Then,
in chapter twa (the langest in the bock),
he explains in detail the different re-
actor types, including diagrams and a
(very useful) camparative table. 1In the
third chapter he explains., again in greact
detail, the nuclear fuel cycle, including
enrichment processes, heavy water oro-
ductian, fuel fabrication. transpart,
fuel reprocessing, and a camprehensive
piece on radicactive wvastes and their
management.

In part two of the
and Nuclear Fission"), Pattersan expands
on the developrent of fidsiaon, laaking
at political, military, sacial, ecanarmic
and envirorental aspects, including a
sumrary of reactor accidents that is so
diabolical that vou don‘'t knaw wvhether
to laugh aor cry.

I would say there is very little hias
to the baok. Patterson presents the
facts (rany of which are avoided by pro-
nuclear power peaple/graupns) and lets
them speak for therselves. The only
bias is that Patterson is very conver-
sant with nuclear power and all its
potentials, inefficiencies and proklems,
and is justifiably sceptical towvards the
claims of the pro groups.

Appendicies are: Nuclear Jargan;
Ionizing Radiation and Life; an anno-
tated Bibliography; Nuclear Qrganiz-
ations Pro and cCon.

back (“The World

Cansumer's Guide to Nuclear Power in NZ
TFQE, June 1976 25¢) This is Friends
of the Earth's excellent brief quide.

Every home should have a capy of each.




20 VIEWED FROM ANOTHER SHORE

Rollo Treadway discusses
SF Art and Xllustration

July: An interesting publication to cross
my desk this month is SCIENCE FICTION ART.
A large format (18" by 11%") and extremely
well produced book, it reproduces ten
paintings by old favourite Chris Fossy
with a short but somewhat nebulous intro-
duction by Brian Aldiss. Although pro-
viding the Foss paintings (the reproduc—
tion is excellent and the pages - printed
on one side only - are easily removed for
framing), I feel the book suffers from
slightly muddled presentation. It is eye-
catching, but the title gives little in-
dication of the contents and I find the
introduction, as the only written mater—
ial contained, a little too inflated and
lacking in information on the artist for
my needs.

If the book was intended as a general
introduction to contemporary sf Art, then
why not include the work of other top
artists in the field? As it exists, the
book should obviously have been produced
as a publication to promote the talents
of Chris Foss, and not "Science Fiction
Art®". And this it does very well - a
fine publication and a worthy addition

T ecizncE
EICTION ART

filustrations Chris Foss  Introduction Brian Aldias

This month has seen gquite a number of
interesting paperback covers appearing -
notably the three titles by Anne McCaf-

frey (RESTOREE, THE SHIP WHO SANG, and
DECISION AT DOONA) published by Corgi,
and the three by Harry Harrison (THE
TECHNICOLOUR TIME MACHINE, STAR SMASHERS
OF THE GALAXY RANGERS, and PLANET OF THE
DAMNED) published by Orbit. Unfortunat-
ely in each case, the artists responsible
for the excellent cover artwork have once
again failed to receive a credit 1line,
and so I am at a bit of a loss to estab-
lish their identities. The McCaffrey
series has in one instance characterist-
ics of the work by Anthony Roberts, and
in another some similarities to Eddie
Jones, yet the third has a flow and
spacial sense lacking in the others, so
perhaps all three are the work of a new
artist on the paperback scene.

This is certainly the case with the
Harry Harrison publications. Although
the artwork is definitely in the Pete
Jones/Chris Foss style, the brushwork
and imagery is new to me, and differing
from any recognisable artist that I am
familiar with. The STAR SMASHERS cover
is especially interesting with its
spherical eye-like bulges protruding
from an alien landscape. Nothing what-
soever to do with the story of course,
but nonetheless a fine piece of artwork.




The long awaited Science Fictian
Manthl review of the Rager Dean boak,
ViEWS, has finally appeared (Vol.3,83)
and It is, 1 feel, a disappointment. Ry
now I would hape that the baock itself nas
finally made its appearance in New
Zealand and so the SFM article gives us
nothing more than a few token repros aof
already widely available (and none too
natable) Dean paintings (and indeed
paintings already puhlished by SFM in ane
of its first issues...). A Eew,_;gt taa
illuminating, details an the artist and
the boak are included alsa.

Perhaps I was hoping for toao much =
even saome previcusly unpublished and new
artwark (VIEWS was puhlished in Britain
in Octoher '75 and Dean has surely dane
something since then) sa the SFM story
comes as a disappaintment, adding little
to the already thin issne.

also titled

Anather publication,
SCIENCE FICTION ART and compiled and

Auqust:

introduced by Brian Aldiss, is another
matter altagether. Subtitled "The Fan-
tasies of SF", the book attempts to caover
sf art from 1926 to the *'708 and, despite
a few notahle omissions, this it does ex-
tremely well. After a comprehensive intro-
duction by Aldiss, the work of 30 artists
is examined in detail, each selection
accompanied by a short biography. A brief
(four page) leoock at the sf comic strip is
sandwiched hetween this section and the
remaining portions of the hack. The main

part is an examination of a number of
standard sf themes and the way they have
heen handled by significant artists. The
book canecluded with a "Magazine Gallery™
section displaying 60 magazine covers and
listing the artists concarned.

Despite the aomissions (disregarding my
persanal feelings concerning Kelly Freas,
I feel he surely qjustifies inclusian in
the Artists' Gallery and not just the 13
illustratians included elsewhere. And who
forgat the 1970s with such artists as
Fass, Pennington and Dean?), the ather-
wise definitive selection and pictorial
farmat (115 calaur illuatratiens, 173
B&W] results in an extremely worthwhile
publication and an invaluable introduc-
tian to the histary of sf art.

| B
|

In his introduction, Aldiss clearly in-
dicates his dissatisfaction with present
day sf art (a feeling which I persanally
da not adhere to) and perhaps this is
the reason far the publicaticn's lack of
caverage of such artwaork. However, the
Foss/Aldiss callaharation examined earl-
ier (actually a later piblication than
this one) indicates that we can perhaps
lock forward ta several more publications
featuring sf artists working today.
- Rallo Treadway
(New 2ealand)
July/August 1976

Footnote: The new magazine/paper on the
New Zealand scene, The Week, ran a two
page spread cn the Foss/Aldiss beok in
their July 23rd issue. The feature in-
cluded some questianable commentary by
Tan Dalziel. (BAT)




REVIEWS

MAN PLUS - Frederick Pohl
{F & SF, April. May, June 1976)

MAN PIUS is the stary af Raqger Torravay,
an astranaut selected as a back-up in the
Yan Plus Project. The aim af the pro-
ject is ta build a cyborg who wauld be
as much at hame an the surface af Mars

as he would an Earth. Unfartunately

for Torraway, the first cyborg ("wWill
Hartnett") dies and it becames Tarraway's
turn to be canverted into a saort aof

seven bhillion dollar man - to become a
man plus,

The bulk of the novel deals with
Torraway as he adjusts tn his new
capabilities and tn the fact that his
friend (and ane af the specialists help-
ing to put him tagether). Alexander BHrad-
ley. is his wife's lover. Tarraway is
very much in lave with his wife and his
domestic problem causes camplications
for the whale praject.

The characters are well-drawn. their
conflicts believable, the tane aptimistie,
and the story canvincingly tald in a
sart of first-persaon-plural/eye-af-Gad-
mtyle (Pohl keeps the identity af the
narratar(s) secret until the last few
pages - it‘'s a surprise!) The ending of
the novel is Just Right; it daes nat,
as Dick Geis puts it, "Da It" ta the
reader.

Thias excellent (and readable) hard-
mcience navel, which wauld nat be out of
place in Anala reneved my faith in
both Pohl and F & SF. For those of you
who dao not partake in F & SF. 1 strangly
recormend that you buy a capy of the
paperback version of the navel when it
arrives in New Zealand. Definitely a
healthy starter in next year‘'s Award
Stakes.

CRF

THE YOTE 1IN
larry Niven

Gan's EYE -
& Jerry Paurnelle
(Weidenfeld & Nicolson, $10.15)

At first, ane cannat help but compare
MOTE with Robert Heinlein's famous navel
STARSHIP TROOPERS, and even with Harry
Harrison's black humour satire BTLL TYE
GALACTIC HERQ. MOTE. hawever, cancerns
Ttself with the ethics of space warfare
and most especially with the problem aof
haow to deal with an alien race that has
the potential tn exterminate humankind
{no intention of doing so but a carefully
concealed reasan why they just might).
The final cutcome is not the 'pat' sol-
ution of rany sf stories (the problem
saolved and everyone satisfied), but a
caomprorise of palitical expediency that
ia almast frustrating to an sf reader
who has come to expect either a full-
scale interstellar war or ‘hand in hand
advancerent' to sare new era of technol-

REVIEWERS:
Chris Fountain
Ray Jackson

Bruce Fergusan
Alan Freshwater
Brian Thurogood

agical utopia.

The characterization is in the typical
‘claasic saf' style: young hero. impul-
msive but keen and af saund judgemrent;
faithful alder carpanian, wise and reili.
able; beautiful srancipated hercine;
an "Iron-mran™ adwiral, hard. cald and
utterly devoted ta duty (but underneath,
a heart af gald). There is alsa the
acientist, blithely unaware af anything
cutside the field of his micrascape (ar
telescape))] the reliable (Scattish)
engineer whe can fix anything and always
squeeze anather erg fram the engines
(why are all ship‘s engineers Scottish?);
the tvpical interstellar trader, a black-
guard with a soft spot; and a hast af
ather sf cliches.

But daon't get me wraong, this baock is
in no way a eliche. It iIs an ariginal
and well written navel an a there that
has been dealt with befare in a far
less realistic manner, I think anly
Arthur Clarke's RENDEZVOUS WITH RAMA
treats the problenr aof °'first cantact*
where near as seriously. 1 take that
back - I have just thaught af Blish's
A CASE QF CONSCIENCE, the influence of
which one can recagnize in MQTE. The
religicus aspect of first caontact ig
very diluted, but the ethics aof self-
preservatian vs ca-aperation are., as I
said earlier, the irportant themes aof
the navel. An excellent new work, well
wvarth reading (though you may like to
wait for the paperback if you wish ta
add it ta your shelves).

any-

ARF

GATE OF TVREL - €.J. Cherryh
(Daw, 1976 First edition $1.60Q)
Caver by Michael Wrelan

. . Never since reading THE LORD
QoF THE RINGS have I been sa caught up
Tn 2 tale as 1 have in GATE OF IVREL."
So writes Andre Norton in the intraduc-
tion to this book. While I would nat ga
quite as far as trat (being a Talkien
fan from way back and not prone tao make
such comparisans lightly), I must admit
that this novel, by an authar I haven't
previously encountered, contains that
sorething which keeps the reader reading
an past his narral "lights ocut" tire.

In same ways it is like reading a few
craptars from the middle of LORD QF THE
RINGS. The navel seems ta be a detail
frar a much broader canvas, with great
events happening both before and after,
and in otrer places than where the stoary
is set.

In the prologue the basic premise is
set: that there exist interstellar and
intertemporal 'gates‘ between planets,
systems and different eras, enabling an
interaction between civilizations and




ages to occur whic- eventually brought
the entire universe down in ruins. A
team from the Union Science Bureau has
the task of going t-roug» all tre gates,
closing trem permanently behind twem.

One gate on one world “as proven
difficult, defended by a sorcerar who
usea it as a source of ‘occult' power.
A woman, separated from the team and
trapped for a century in a *dead end’
gate, returns to close it permanently.
She enlists t-e aid of a local, under
a custorary fealty oat», and leads “im
to what is almost certainly the death of
both of them. Read and find out what
thappens.

T»e autror “as drawn an entirely
believable hero on an alien and en-
chanting world, working customs and
beliefs inta the history in a clever
way. If you don't like °*Sword and
Sorcery' twis will convert you, and if
you do, “ere is a minor masterpiece to
add to your collection.

ARF

ASIMOV'S GUIDE TO SCIENCE

Vol,l PHYSICAL SCIENCES (S55€pp $4.85)
Vol.2 BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES (472pp $4.15)
- Isaac Asimov

(Pelican, 1975; First British edition)
Cover paintings by Peter Goodfellow

Many of you “ave probably noticed
that t“e latter day Asimov writes (edits,
re-arranges) many more science fact
books t“an he does science fiction. Twis
is no pity for, wrile “e is certainly one
of sf°'s better aut%ors, *e is also an
adept and entertaining ‘explainer of
science to the rasses'. T admit I've not
read every last word of these thick,
large size paperbacks (but once you dip
in, it's nard to stop), but what I »ave
read proves trat Asimov can present the
significant facts on a topic, educating
as well as informing, wit™ neit»er
condescension nor bias. 9Ye can suggest
the exciterent of scientific discovery
along wit» the failures and (undesirable)
side-effects,

Bot» books provide extensive indexes
and bibliograp-ies, tre information
presented in essay form, eac- chapter
running onto t-e next. Of course, any
book of this sort must date, for some
fields rapidly. But I consider t-e
best (only?) way to rerain up to date
on tve sciences is to *“ave a few basic
books, plus reading New Scientist each
veek. Putting toget“er w-at “as been
reported in New Scientist over the past
two years with t-e information in
Asimov's books svould give anyone a
very campre“ensive and correct appraisal
of ran's knowledge in tre p*ysical and
biological sciences.

Volure 1 contents: What is Sclence?;
Te Universe; T“e Eart“; T“e Atmosprere;
Tve Elements; T-e Particles: The Waves;
T»e Mackine; T-e Reactor; Apvendixi
Matheratics in Science. (Wit“ sub-
“eadings for eac- c“-apter)

Volume 2 contents: Tre Molecule; T-e
Proteins; T-e Cell; T-e Micro-organisms;
Tve Body; Tve Sopecies: Tre Vind. (witw
sub-“~eadings for eac» chapter) BAT

THE HERITAGE OF HASTUR
- Marion Zirmer Bradley
(Daw, 1975 §

Cover by Jack Gaug*an

Twia is the latest in Marion Bradley's
Darkover series of novels. “Here in
this, the longest and most intricate of
the Darkover books, is a brililiant epic
of the rost pivotal event in t-e strange
love-hate relations“ip between the Terran
worlds and t*“e semi-alien offspring of
forgotten peoples.” says the cover blurb,
Wuich is pretty much true. In fact, Y
was quite fascinated wit» t“e book and
it was only at about t%“e t“ree-quarter
mark that I realised why somet-ing %“ad
been nagging at the back of my mind.
Bradley didn't ever seem to be able to
take a 'mrature’' stance. Her dealing
with various and powerful fantasy arch-
etypes lacked dept . She seered to be
trapoed, capable only of expressing the
rany fascinating develoorents that take
place in the story fror an adolescent
understanding.

So, it's the best Darkover novel so
far but the Enid Blyton way Bradley
handles this most pivotal of events
leaves you feeling cheated. Recorrended
nonetheless.

BAT

PICNIC ON PARADISE - Joanna Russ
(Star, 19786 $1.65)

This is an extremely en joyable short
novel. Alyx is a "Trans-Terporal Agent®
and Russ has rade her one of the best
ferale lead characters in sf., With great
skill, you are led through a rost im-
possible and exciting olot and literary
adventure, forcing you to rarvel time and
again at the apparently slight, but very
loaded, orose., And that is Alyx - a
srall but very tough heroine. A couple of
masters had tnis to say:

"Here is adventure, not roranticized
but as it really is: rough, dangerous
and dirty, a-bristle with tne unexpected,
though vith morents of hign humour and
surprising beauty.® - Fritz Leiber

“Joanna Russ is not afraid of violence
or sex or wild Irprobability. Neither is
sne afrald of tenderness or compassion or
absolute tragedy. She is not afraid to
feel, and her splendid book is recorrended
to anvone who can truly say the sare
about themrselves.™ -~ Theodore Sturgeon

This frail/intense, beautiful/wry,
cheeky/irrediate story is one of the
madern classies of sf,

BAT



wants the bitter anyway. Raymand Janes'
F Soclial S Fiction Rat Race is encouraging thaough, and well
a cia cience Ficti TN i < <
a written. In coming-0f-Aace Day., A.K. Jar-
Edited by Willis E.McNelly & Lean E.Staver 3 Z Y
(Goodyear, 1975; 1st paper edition $10.85) gensson posits a plausible ‘salution® ta

ABEOVE TyE ¢« lUMAN LANDSCAPE: An Antholeqgy

e populatian/sex problem - ane aof
This 392 page. thase sclutions that appears likely just
because it would appeal to bureaucrats
and thaose who think in that fashion.
Ugh. And ditto that last, tenfold, far
Ecce Famina!, Bruce McAllister®'s anti-
chauvinistic/reverse-chauvinistic/ultra-
chauvinistic stary. Echh! Harry Har-
risan‘s Roorrates you know, and the
final story 1s Sturgeon's Mr. Castella
Hella, ancther favourite stary fram sf'g
master sacial-science fictioneer.

A most waorthy anthology.: hignly recom-
mended.

And then the editars bhlunder by adding
an Afterwvard. Each section af the back
is preceeded by a suitable phota and
(generally good) short intraduction. But
for pretentiousness, obviousness and be-
labouring of the point, you'd need tao
look far and wide ta beat the (predict-
ably) peoar critical exercise of the
Aftervard. The few interesting ~oints
are svarped with pseuda-critical ver-
biage of the worst kind.

Then, Ghad bhelp us, there is a "Preface"
to the Appendix, followed by twa ar
tner! If you want ta wade tnrougn
ligntweight drivel about 2001 an
SIAUGHTERHOUSE FIVE. go ahead.

hardcover-aize paperback
appeals on a nurber aof caunts. Arranged
in five parts —-- Cormunities are for
Peaples Syatera are faor Peoplei
Technoloay is for Peonle; Peaple
Create Realitiesi Tormorrow will be
Hetter/Bitter -- it is ane aof the bast
theratic presentations aof sf. With a
few exceptiaons. the staories are goad as
baoth sf and examrinations of the theres.
Wwhich is not to say the staries were
especially written far the book. just
(just?) that McNelly (nated current s€
critic) and Staver (wha alsa co-edited
APEMAN, SPACENMAN) have chosen {and qot
permissian to use - perhaps no mean
feat) sare very fine staries.

n“comrunities are for People” aopens
strangly witn Bradbury's The Hichway,
followed by Fredric Brawn's smaath The
Waveries. Chad Oliver‘'s Mother of Nec-
essity has a style that detracts fram
fts basic idea, but then Silverberg's
Black Is Beautiful takes you back to
tne helgnts af fine sf. The section
claoses {in a dawnheat fashion with Kit
Reed's Galden Acres, a story I find
abvicua and overlang.

“Systers ., ., ." opens with Adrift On

The Palicv T.evel, Chandler Davis' answer
to THE SPACE MERCHANTS (ar sa it seems).
E11Tsan*s wanderful “Repent, Harlequin!®™
Said The Ticktackran cores next, which
probably can't be read too rany tires,
and is followed by the beautiful
Balanced Ecolaqgy by Jares M. Schwitz.

A fantasy really and one we want ta
believe. Cnristooher Anvil's Pasitive
Feedback is alsa excellent, while the
Richmands' Paoppa Needs Sharts is light
and huroraus.

“Technaology - . ." has five beauties.
Russell's Tne Great Radia Peril can
atill be appreciated for its histarical
kick, while Harrison's Rescue Qoeratian
will, unfortunately, probably happen {1£
it hasn't already!). Lafferty's Slow
Tuesday Nioht shows haw extrere our fads
and fashions may yet becore. Liaht Of
Other Davs is Bab Shaw's 'Slaow Glass'
story, an idea that has been hailed as
one of the few new ideas to core aut of
modern sf. And it is a maving piece of
writing toa. Tne Aldiss classic, Who
Can Replace A “an, clases this sectian.

"People Create Realities" and the
authors of this section certainly create
sare powerful cnes! Try ‘teinlein’s They
or Ellican's tale of drua/reality wvarps,
Shattered Like A Glass Goblin. Stover's
What We Have hare s Too Much Corrunica-
tion i1s unfartunately, like the sart aof
stary you'd expect fror a university
professor. Spinrad (Carcinoma Angels)
and Charles Beaumont (The Mew Sound)
bath turn in stories about ultimates -
atrange and enlightening/psychatic ones
at that.

wiorarrow Will Be Better/Bitter” seers
‘-r least successful section - but who

But basically, I'd recaomrend yau buy
this book as an excellent theratic an-
thalogy af sf - and ignare tne final 30
pages.

BAT

NERVES - Lester del Rey
(Ballantine, Revised edition $1.90)
(Dreadful) Caver by Don Brautigen

In an Histarical Note at the end of
the book, lester del Rey exvlains how
Nerves was a long novelette that first
appeared in Astoundina. Marcn 1942 (col-
lected in ADVENTURES IN TIME AND SPACE
and in SF HALL OF FAVE: TWE NOVELLAS).
It was developed from an idea o Carpbell's
and del Rey nates tne 'difficulties of
‘transcending’ known facts to achieve
the stary. Then, a dozen ar so years
later, Fred Pohl succeeded in persuading
del Rey *a expand the story to a ncvel -
"Now I had a chance to restore ta the
story all the parts that nad been in mry
nead all alang but had been sacrificed
to (ragazine) snace consideratiaons.”

That was 1956 and five printings aga:
"In planning a sixth printing. the pub-
lisher has kindly perritted me tao qa
over it again. A third of a century has
passed since I first wrote the stary,
and I can lock at it far mare abjectively.
Sa again 1've revised it sligntly,
elirinating Incansistencies, expanding a
bit for clarity - but essentially leaving
the story as it was always meant ta be.™

It is still a comrmendable piece of sf -
the disaster-vein, nan-sf cover and pack-
aging is not cormmendable,

BAT



A _SONG FOR 1YA And Othar Stariea
George R.R. Martin

(Avon, 1976; First edition $1.60)

One Huga Award daes nat a "major new
volce in the literature aof science
fictian® make. Y think it was a mistake
ta arrange this collectian around the
title story - the boaok may da Martin more
harm than qaad, I dan*t know the chran-
alagical order in uhich these staries
were written, but the nublisning infa
suqgests rast were written a year ar
three priar to Lya. And these earlier
staories display a few weaknesses.

In the first two stories, I find
Martin's hurans ruch tace dispased to
existential despair. Then we have
gverride. T'm not convinced that this
type aof adventure/thrillaer has ruch place
in sf. Like many other examples, it {s
well written, but now ruch relevance daes
it have? If man calanises planets, the
cormaon archetypes of the macha gaad quys
and the caniving baddies are, I suggest,
totally out of place. In fact, mwan
wan't reach the planets. let alaone cal-
onige them, if the actiaons and attitudes
upan whiech those archetypes are based
continue. There!!

... Tunnels is another downbeat tale,
while The Herao. a stary presumably ta
deniqrate war, seems to suppart it. fta
though, is a little gem. But then Run
Ta Starlight and San Breta are ho hum,
the latter nat really sf (certainly not
modern sf). And Slide Show , which is
sort of ok. Is rarred by something -
wrong style, perhaps?

A Sang For Lya itself is still an
arazing stary which attacks rany
questiona. It doesn't necessarily
answer them (or even give hirnts), but it
really gets the brain cells working.

A disappcintinq collection then, but
it is cammon encugh in music far a hit
single to lead to an album of the same
name: the rest of the songs just
fillers., 1 dan't think vartin is writing
"just fillers", but I see his recent
work as being far superiar to the earlier
stories in this collection. Or then
again, he may be a madern old-timer in
his appreoach.

BAT

TRULLTON - Alastor 2262
VARUNE - Alastor 933

- Jack Vance

{TRULLION - Eallantine 1973 $1.25,
Cover by Gene Szofran;
MARUNE - Ballantine 1975 $1.50)

Cover by Darrell Sweet

Well, he's done it again! As far as
I'm concerned, these two books aopear ta
be the farerunners af ancther successful
series for Vance. Unlike tne Planet af
Adventure and Durdane series, these are
rore "mystery sf"., The stories are
centered in the Alastor Cluster "a whorl
of 30,000 live stars in an irreqular
valume 20-30,000 light-years in diameter
...8cattered about the cluster are 3000

inhabited planets with a human 25
papulation of appraximately 5 million
persans...all submit ta the autharity of
the Cannatic at Lusy...®”. Tnat's ane
heck of a setting far a story (ar two?!) -
certainly leaves Vance plenty af scape to
move around in.

And sa he does - TRULLTON concerns the
haopenings an a mastly aquatic planet,
delving inta the innabhitants lives in
same depth, shawing the differing levels
af civilization af the different trites/
classes of peaple living there-on. What
sounds like quite an interesting spart -
"Hasade" - is mentianed, played an
"water cheackerbocard gaming filelds". In-
itially the Triill (the Trullion inhabhit—
ants) appear ta have little in the way
af technalagical miracles narmally
assaclated with sf, but the reader is
scon corrected. Enough far that ane -
extrerely well written and smoath
reading.

Tne secand hock, MARUNE. “a planet 1it
by four shifting (d1fferant-colaured)
suns", presents a startling new sub-—
civilizatiaon - the "Rhunes™ - and their
pecutiar custars - especially at “rurk"
(when none of the suns are in the sky).
The central character 1s rather an oddity
being an amnesiac (drug-induced) who
discovers hirself to ba a Rhune - in
fact the Kajark Efraim - aone aof the 1lacal
rulers. The stary/mystery is fallowed
through, getting the reader sligntly
confused (rermember Asimav's mysteries)
until the showdawn an the last page. . .

Once again, worth reading. I alsa
suggest keeping an eye out for further
bocks In the series.

RCJ

VENUS EQUIIATERAL - Gearge 0. Smith
(0rbit. 1575; 2 vals. $2.60 each)
Caver art by chris Foss

George 0. Smith was one af the writers
vha deveinped under the influence of John
W, Campbell (who provides the farward ta
volume 1). A commrunications engineer
himself, Swith nosits a manned satellite
on Venus' arbit (60 degrees ahead -~ hence
Venus Equilateral) that acts as a
comrunications relay statian. The 13
stories in the 2 volumes describe a
series of episodes in the ‘history' of
the station and it's personnel. 1t is
particularly interesting to nate the
change in Style from the hard scientific
fiction of the first story, tawards the
social and cultural issues encaouraged by
Campbell in the later stories.

My only criticism about the collecticn
1s Smith's unwillingness to talk about
his writing. 1In sare anthologies, for-
wards (and afterwards) pravide very in-
teresting reading. What Smitn has given
us here is his stories and little else.

I would have liked mare about the stories
The staries by themselves are goad, but
I feel a lot more could have been said.

BWF
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+ « SF (AND RELATED) BOOKS PURLISWED IN NEW ZEALAND -~ JULY & %UGUST 1976
td - (Listed in arder under their NZ publishers and distributars)

Beckett Sterling Ltd: .
SWORDSNIPS OF SCORPIO (Dray Prescatt 4) - Alan Burt Akers (Daw $1.60)1 Reprint
DARKOVER LANDFALL - Marion Zimmer Bradley (Daw $1.20)1 Reissue

THE WERITAGE OF MASTUR - Marion Z. Bradley (Daw $1.90)

HUNTERS OF THE RED NMOON ~ Marion Z. Hradley (Daw $1.60): Reprint

GATE OF IVREL - €.J. Cherryn (Daw $1.60)

IN THE ENCLOSURE - Barry N. Malzberg (Aven $1.20)

T0 DIE IN ITALBAR - Rager Zelazny (Daw $1.60): Reprint

- -
.
. @

SCTENCE FICTION ART: The Fantasies af SF - Compiled and Introduced by Brian Aldiss
{NEL $8.50):1 Available en Indent anly

TIME AND TIMOTHY GRENVILLE - Terry Greenhough (NEL $1.90)1 First paper editioni
available on Indent anly -

ANALOG ANNUAL - Edited by Ben Bava {Pyramid $2.15)

THE WALL AROUND T+E WORLD — Theadare R. Cagswell (Pyrawid $1.35): Callectiaong

A BRAND NEW WORID - Ray Curmings ({(Ace $1,75)1 Reissue

THE FALL OF THE TOWERS - Samuel R. Delany (Ace $2.75): US edition of the revised
British editioni Reissue

THE WIND WHALES OF ISHMAEL - Philip Jaose Farmer (Ace $1.75):

SCOP - Barry N. Malzberqg (Pyramid $1.75) i

DAY AFTER TOMORRCW - Mack Reynalds (Ace $1.75): Expanded fram STATUS QUO (Analag)

COMPUTER WAR/CODE DUELIQ - Mack Reynalds (Ace Double $1,.35):1 Reprint

Reprint

Reissue

STARFAWN - Byron Preiss (author)/Stephen Fabian (illustrator)(Pyramid $1.40):

Volure 2
of the "Fiction Illustrated” series; 120 pp digest size boak/caomie

Wm. Collins (NZ) Ltd:
T™AE A-Z OF ASTRONOMY — Patrick Moore (Fontana $2.35)

Gordon & Gotcn (NZ) Ltd:

I SING THE BODY ELECTRIC -~ Ray Bradbury (Corgi SFCL $1.50):1 Reissue
TWE SILVER LOCUSTS - Ray Bradbury (Corgi SFCL $1.35):1 Reissue

THE DISPOSSESSED - Ursula K. LeGuin (Panther $2.45); Reissue
DESTINATION AT DOONA - Anne MeCaffrey (Caorgi $2.15):1 Reprint
RESTOREE - Anne McCaffrey (Corgi $2.15):1 Reprint
THE SHIP WHO SANG - Anne McCaffrey (Corgi $2.15)1 Reprint

ONE EYE - Stuart Gordon (Pantner $2.30)1 1st British paper edition
LEMMUS 23 BEYOND THE QUTER MIRR -~ Julian Savarin (Corgi $2.80)

BLUE WORLD - Jack Vance (Mayflower $1.90): New edition

STORY OF DAYS TO COME -MH. G, Wells {Corgi $1.50): Reissue

Hicks Srwith & Sans Ltd:
DARGASON - C. Cooper (Dobson $8.60)

SPACE CHANTEY -~ R.A, Lafferty (Dobson $7.30): 1st British edition (?)
BROMINS PHENOMENON - J, Rankine (Dobson $7.60)

EXTRO - Alfred Bester (Eyre Methuen $2,10): 1lst British paper editian
THE WPONG END OF TIME - John Brunner (Eyre Methuen $2.10): New edition
THE CUSTODTANS And Other Stories - Bichard Cowvner (Gollancz $8.35): Collection

SCIENCE FICTION ART: The Work of CHRIS FO0SS - Intraduced by Brian Aldiss (‘krt-Dpavis,
MacGibbon $5.40)

THE PRAYER MACHMINE - Christopher Hodder-Williams (W & N $8.60)

THE STATUS CIVILIZATION - Robert Sheckley (Gecllancz $7.35)1 1st British edition (2)
THE STOCHASTIC VAN ~ Robert Silverberg (Gollancz 3$8.10): 1st British edition

THE KILLER MICE - Kit Reed (Gollancz § 11

A WREATH OF STARS - Bob Shaw (Gollancz § )1

Hodder & Staughton Ltd:

(As with Gordan & Gotch and Wholesale Books, H&S have been plagued with shipping
problers)

ASINOV ON ASTRONOMY - Isaac Asirav
fror Asimov's F&SF calumn

(Coronet $2.60): 1st Br. paper ed. of reprints



Hutchinson Publishing Group:

TIME IN ECLIPSE - David S. Carnett (Arrow
THE VMEN INSIDE - Barry N. Malzberqg (Arrow
MERQUIT'S WORLD - Rarry N.
DERAT - E.C. Tubhb (Arrow
THE WINDS QF GATH - E.C.

$1.35)
Tubh (Arraw

Prentice-Hall International:
DYSTOPIAN VISIONS -

$1.25)
$1.40) 4

Malzberg (Arraw
Reprint; 1st
$1.35)

Edj tad by Raoger Elwaad (Prentice-Hall

27

1st British paper adition
1st British paper editian

$1.60)1 1lst British [paper)edition
in the Durarest Saga
Reprint; 2nd of Durarest Saga

$10.40)

ABOVE THE HUMAM LANDSCAPE - Edited by McNelly & Stover (Goadyear $10.85)

ALTERNATE

ilook Distributors Ltd:
THE DAMMED

Wholesalae
PLANET OF

TEC NICOLOUR TIME MAC INE
Perry Rhodan 131 THE IMMORTAL UNKNOWN -

- Harry Harrisan

— Harry Harrison (arbit
STAR SMASHERS OF THE GALAXY RANGERS - Harry Harrison

K.H.

WCRLDS1The Tllustrated History of SF - Jarmes Gunn (P-H $37.50)

$1.80):1 New edition

(Orbit $§2.15): New edition
(0rkit $2.15)1 New edition
Sheer (Qrbhit $1.65)

BOOK CORNER -

Two Special Works Available

SCTYENCE FICTION ART:1 The Fantasiss of SF
- carpiled and Intraduced by Brian Aldiss

This, aceclaimed by rany as tne best avail-
survey of sf art, is a 130 page, 15 hy
10", so“t cover work af great love and
knowledge. Follawinea a wide-ranging
intraductiaon (€épp), Aldiss annatates a
gallery of {ndividual artist's works
(SOpp). Calour and BSW works are repra-
duced, tne artists including: Paul, Sch-
neeman, Quin, Daold, Bergey, Fawcette,
cartier, Binder, Brown. Bok, 'Wesso',
¥Yorey, Vestal, Rogers, ‘Ersh', Lewis.
Jones; Finlay, Bonestell, Orban and Stark.

Following an interlude ("Great Caric
Strips"), Aldiss outdoss hirself by pre-
senting art, large and srall, under var-
iocus headings (SOpp). Tne thames are:
Delightful Docrsdays; Yacuum-Busters:
Beyond tne Beyand: Here Be Mansters;
Spires and Monsters; Interplanetary Petsg
Hands witnaut Heads; Men of Metal; and
Ideas in Action.

Tne third sectien (12pp) is a Magazine
Gallery, with covers repraduced from
nearly every sf ragazine published, which
is fallowed by an Index of artists and
magazines.

These are blg pages, full aof bath
classic and {now) virtuwually unchtainable
art. A superb corpanion to his excellent
BILLION YESR SPREE.

Avallable from Nourenon for §8.50.

Edge is an irreqular NZ literary publi-
cation. A special issue, 5/61 SF Direc-
tions, was published with Bruce Mcallister
as quest editar and is an extremely com-
prehensive survey of tne sf and specu-
lative fiction field. It is alsa a wan-
derful gbject te hald -~ 10" by 74", 140pp,
and printed on thick blue paper.

Contents include fiction, ‘creative’
nan-fiction, poers, criticism, graphics
and extensive bio-bikliograpnical notes
on contributars (wha include: Aldiss,
Irbert, Benford, Bunch. Dozois. Lafferty,
Malzberg., Walfe, Gillesnie, Ackerson,

Lem, McNelly, LleGuin,,.!!).

A few camments may help present the
flavour af tne work. JAVMES BLT1SH: "A
science-fictiaon patoourri, bath crea-
tive and eritical, with a fine inter-
national flavour. Tne appendix of
pnarallel critieal camrments far each
and every entry is a valuable and orig-
inal cantribution in itself.” HARRY
HARRISON: "A wanderful literary loak at
sf, both prose and paetry, and heartily
recomrmended to all."™ URSULA LeGUIN:
“"Adventuraus and innavative - selected
not for shack value, but fer literary

value - the antholegy gives an axcell-
ent view aof the ‘grawing edge' af can-
terporary sf.” ROBERT PLANK) “The

collection as a whole is enormously
rich and reflects both much work and a
truly encyclooedic knowledge af the
field. The ‘'Prefix' is bath beautiful
and ingenicus.®

This special issue was originally
published at $1.50. Dan Long (general
editar of Edge) wrote ta me recently
and can offer copies to readers of
Noumenan at $§1 each (any c¢urrency).

Do it now!

Send $1 ta: Dan lang, 161 Taylar's
¥istake Road, Christchurch 8, NEW
ZEALAND. Mention Naurenon ta qualify
far the discount.

MARKET PLACE

WANTED TQ BUY OR SWAP

Science Fiction Manthly: Vol 1 Na 2 -

701 2 No 1 (inclusive); Vol 2 Na §,
Ray Jackson, PQ Box 1870,
Wellingten, NEW ZEAILAND,

Vol 1 No 1 -

Science Fiction Manthlv:
Val 1 Na 7 {inclusive),
Vertex: Val 1 No 6) vol 3 No 1 and all
later issues,

¢/~ Noumrenon







